BOOK REVIEW
FastWeb College Gold: The Step-by-Step Guide to Paying for College. 
Mark Kantrowitz with Doug Hardy. New York: HarperCollins, 2006. $21.95 (recently 

@ $13.00 on Half.com & Amazon.com); about 300 pages. ISBN: 0-06-122958-5. 

In this day and age with costs rising 5-7% a year, everyone seems to be putting out a book on how to find money and finance a college education.  Much of this information is actually “free” from federal or state sources, banks, or lending institutions either in print or online. College financial aid offices have substantial literature readily available for the asking.  Thus, I wondered “why” another guide? What will this have that the others are lacking, especially for such a hefty price?
First off, FastWeb is probably the best online source for scholarship information. Its database contains hundreds of thousands of listings; it is very user-friendly; and its reference and work sheet options are highly useful and accurate.  Thus, this chronological, step-by-step version in printed form is an excellent resource manual not only for parents facing their first tuition payment but also for those with kids still in middle or just starting high school.

College Gold is written in plain language and is logically organized. Definitions and explanations of processes are clear and concise. Beginning with basic terms and a primer on budgeting, planning, and the overall process, College Gold proceeds to explain the differences between grants, government loans, and private loans. There’s a worthy section on questions to ask and how to work with college financial aid officers.  “Winning Scholarships” is packed with sound advice on getting organized, searching, and applying for scholarships.  I was particularly impressed with the book’s attention to evaluating aid packages, making decisions, and choosing among the many funding options available these days. Suggestions on spotting scams and avoiding financial aid form errors are scattered throughout the book.
I recommend College Gold for students and parents with little knowledge or experience of what lies ahead.  Parents who will have several kids in college at the same time will profit from the planning and saving suggestions. Obviously, students searching for scholarships will benefit from numerous strategies and “tips.” Overall, I’d rate College Gold as one of the better financial aid guides out today.  
NOTE: Be sure to check out the two websites associated with this book: www.fastweb.com is the scholarship search site; www.collegegold.com offers a “Savings Plan Designer,” an “EFC Calculator” and a “College Cost Projector,” useful tools whether or not you buy this book.
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