TABLE OF CONTENTS
Introductory Pages
Letter to Students and Parents .............................................. 3
Mission Statement ................................................................. 4
Grad at Grad .......................................................................... 5
Graduation Credit Requirements ........................................... 6
AP Offerings ........................................................................... 6
Alternative and College Credit Options .................................. 7
Internships and Career Shadowing ........................................ 8
Field Trips .............................................................................. 8
Level Descriptions .................................................................. 9
Weighted, Letter, Number Scales ........................................ 10
New Daily Schedule ............................................................. 11
Academic Departments ....................................................... 12
New Courses ........................................................................ 13
Theology .............................................................................. 14
World Languages ................................................................. 17
Fine Arts............................................................................... 22
Technology .......................................................................... 27
Mathematics ........................................................................ 28
English ................................................................................. 33
International Student ESL Program ...................................... 39
Social Studies ....................................................................... 41
Science ................................................................................. 47
Wellness .............................................................................. 54
Athletics and Co-Curricular Activities ................................... 55
Forms ................................................................................... 56
AP Request Form ................................................................. 57
Fine Arts Credit Application ................................................. 58
Sports Participation Petition ................................................ 59
Request for Alternative Courses .......................................... 60

2

LETTER TO STUDENTS AND PARENTS
Dear Students and Parents,
We are pleased to present the 2017-2018 Bishop Brady High School Program of Studies. This guide
contains information about graduation requirements, co-curricular programs and academic course
offerings. As you read through the pages, you will find more interdisciplinary options, increased dual
enrollment offerings, several new electives and new clubs and activities. In a few short weeks you will
also hear about our expanding summer school programs in which students may choose to work toward
their additional credit requirements. While adhering to the traditions of a rigorous, Catholic high
school program, the revised program reflects opportunities for students to blend courses from postsecondary institutions or online distance learning sources, design credit bearing internships, or
propose consideration for credit bearing summer opportunities. It is our goal to extend the traditional
program with opportunities for students to supplement their studies with real world exposure.
The selection of courses should reflect a challenging but realistic plan to meet long term goals and
should involve discussion between students, parents, teachers, counselors, and administrators. Pay
particular attention to courses with prerequisites which may include minimum grade requirements,
previous coursework, or permission to enroll.
As you review the many options, please be aware that many colleges are giving increased consideration
to transcripts that reflect four years of mathematics and science as well as advanced levels of world
language. We hope to encourage you to stretch and try new things, not settle for meeting the minimum
requirements needed for graduation.
Once the school year has started, changes in schedules may not always be possible due to class sizes,
conflicts, or number of sections. Class changes will not be made simply to put you in classes with your
friends or to change teachers. We encourage you to be exposed to as many different teachers and
teaching styles as possible during your years at Brady and to pursue a well-rounded educational
program.
It is important to realize that every course listed in this guide may not be offered next year. Courses
which are under-subscribed will not run and some electives will be limited in size. Early completion of
your course selection is your best chance of getting the elective courses in which you are interested.
No schedule will be finalized until the 2017-2018 Enrollment Contract is signed and returned.

Michael Jordan said, “You must expect great things of yourself before you can do them.” Aspire to
greatness, work hard, and get involved. GO GIANTS!
Respectfully,

Andrea Isaak Elliot
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MISSION STATEMENT

Bishop Brady High School is a
Roman Catholic, college preparatory, coeducational high school, founded upon the
values of Faith, Learning and Service.
In partnership with families and the greater
community, Bishop Brady instills a desire in
students to engage in service to others and
challenges them to rise above the expected
in the pursuit of excellence.
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VISION OF A BISHOP BRADY
GRADUATE AT GRADUATION
Students at Bishop Brady are immersed in a community that cultivates individual growth in
faith, learning and service. This growth starts in an environment that nurtures talents and
supports struggle. Growth is also shown in each Brady student's pursuit of excellence in the
classroom, on the athletic field, and in his or her social life.
The vision of the Bishop Brady Graduate at Graduation identifies the specific skills and
habits of mind which our community fosters. These are not skills to measure but rather
habits and virtues that students will deepen throughout their lives. Upon graduation,
therefore, the young men and women receiving diplomas from Bishop Brady High School
will have demonstrated personal Growth through Deepening Faith, Engagement in
Learning, and Commitment to Service.

Deepening Faith— A Bishop Brady graduate will experience growth in his or her
faith and will be able to
 integrate Gospel values into the decision making process.
 respect the rich ritual traditions of the Catholic Religion.
 recognize one's religious faith as a lifelong journey.
 celebrate the diversity found in other religions.
 recognize that everyone is made in the image and likeness of God.
 develop a habit of reflection on experiences.
 show a growth in maturity and a willingness to take responsibility for his or
her own actions.

Engagement in Learning—A Bishop Brady graduate will experience growth in
one's learning and will be able to
 carefully observe, critically question, intelligently explore and respectfully
accept a variety of possibilities.
 analyze and synthesize information and draw meaningful conclusions
from various sources
 communicate effectively through written, oral, technological, and
collaborative means.
 be an active, informed and influential citizen.
 demonstrate initiative, adaptability and moral fortitude in the technology
driven future.
 be creative, curious and imaginative.
 develop the initiative to seek new challenges, even those that may involve
risk or failure.

Commitment to Service—A Bishop Brady graduate will experience growth in his
or her service




to others and will be able to
identify the many needs of local and wider communities.
live as a person in service to others.
reflect on the communal nature of humans and the broader demands of
community building.
 engage in social justice issues and the pressing needs of society through
acts of charity and justice.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Graduation requirements:

*
**
***

****

THEOLOGY
ENGLISH
MATH
SCIENCE
SOCIAL STUDIES
WORLD LANGUAGES
FINE ARTS
TECHNOLOGY
WELLNESS/HEALTH
ELECTIVES

4.0
4.0
3.0
3.0
3.0*
3.0**
1.0***
.5****
.5
3.0

TOTAL

25 credits

World History, US History, Economics, and Civics are required
Three consecutive years of one language or 2 years of two different languages for a total of 4
credits
The Fine Arts Department allows students to receive .5 credits for approved study outside of
Bishop Brady. Refer to the “Fine Arts Option” description and application in this program of
studies
Students who enter with an approved digital portfolio may complete this requirement through an
upper level course

All students must select a minimum of 6 credits each year. An additional credit must be incurred
at some point over their four year program. This could be an extra class during the year, an
approved summer course, credit-bearing internship, or a distance learning option.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT OFFERINGS
AP French
AP Spanish
AP Music Theory
AP Statistics
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC
AP English Language and Composition
AP English Literature and Composition
AP US History
AP Biology
AP Chemistry
AP Physics
AP Environmental Science
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ALTERNATIVE COURSES and COLLEGE CREDIT OPTIONS
Self-driven students may request permission to take coursework outside of Bishop Brady High School for
credit. With prior approval, courses taken during the school year or over the summer through VLACS
(Virtual Learning Academy Charter School) or through local colleges may be applied to graduation
requirements. Students requesting credit must complete the request form and have the written
permission of the principal PRIOR TO BEGINNING THE COURSE. Grades for alternative course options
are not factored into your GPA, however, credits are awarded toward graduation requirements. The
Alternative Course Approval Form can be found at the end of this Program of Studies.

Project Running Start
Project Running Start (PRS) is a one of two dual enrollment programs in which students complete
requirements, gain experience with college level coursework, and earn high school and college credit
simultaneously. Tuition for each course is $150 and registration takes place at the beginning of each
school year. Go to: www.ccsnh.edu click on High School Programs, then on Project Running Start for
more information and to view an updated list of the many colleges accepting PRS transfer
credits. (Acceptance of transfer credit varies from college to college and is at the discretion of the
receiving institution.)
For the 2016-2017 school year, the following courses qualified for Project Running Start dual
enrollment:
 AP Chemistry
 Honors Chemistry
 AP Calculus BC
 PreCalculus BC

SNHU in the High School Program
The dual enrollment program with Southern New Hampshire University is a partnership to provide early
college credit opportunities to qualified students. Course syllabi are certified by college department
chairs and Bishop Brady teachers are vetted as Adjunct Faculty members at the college.
For the 2016-2017 school year, the following courses qualified for dual enrollment credit at SNHU:
 World History (6 credits)
 AP US History (6 credits)
 AP Biology (4 credits)
 AP English Language and Comp (3 credits)
 World Religions (3 credits)
 Anatomy and Physiology (4 credits)
Students applying for the dual credit are required to complete an application form and pay a $100 fee
per 3 credit course. Additional fees will be added for courses with greater credits.
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INTERNSHIPS and CAREER SHADOWS
Students are encouraged to seek out and self-design opportunities to shadow or participate in
internships as a means to pursuing their passions. Student-designed internships must be
coordinated with the school counselor and approved by the administration. These internships
may be either experiential or credit-bearing depending on design. Students have regular hours
committed to their internships and often research or journal about their experiences.
Students have completed internships in the following areas:
 Athletic training – working with Brady athletic trainer during sports seasons
 School counseling – working in an elementary school in Concord
 Event planning – working at the Grappone Center
 Patient care and health administration – working at Genesis Health Care
Career shadows are more short-term opportunities for students to observe in a certain career
field.
Students have completed career shadows at:
 Central NH Animal Care
The school will be actively seeking other internship and shadow sites in the coming
months. Please bring ideas forward and we are happy to work toward coordinating a program
personalized for you.

Sampling of field trips that supplement the academic programs
Whale watch - Rye Harbor
Seabrook Station
You’re Fired Ceramics
Cole Gardens
NHTI – Bridge Building Competition
Local hiking trails
Washington DC
NY Stock Exchange and 911
Memorial
Squam Lake Science Center
Granite State Escape
UNH High Technology Day
Model UN - Boston, MA
Winant Park
Local courts

Nashua Wastewater Treatment Plant
Concord Hospital
Audobon Society
HL Turner
USS Albacore
Stone Zoo
McAuliffe-Shepherd Discovery
Center
Garvins Falls Dam
Amoskeag Fishways
Harvard/MIT HMMT Math
Tournament
WPI Math Invitational Meet
Boston Museum of Science
Flamenco Dance Performance
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LEVEL DESCRIPTIONS
All coursework at Bishop Brady High School is college preparatory and incorporates writing, problem
solving and critical thinking skills. Students are expected to maintain satisfactory grades and be
committed to our mission and core values. Students may select honors or Advanced Placement classes
but final decisions are based on teacher recommendations, student grades and work ethic, and parental
input.
Academic support is available to students through our Academic Coach, math support program, and
National Honor Society tutors.
COLLEGE PREP (CP) courses prepare students for post-secondary education.
HONORS (H) courses are accelerated courses designed for those students with solid academic
foundations who are self-motivated and independent learners. Students must have demonstrated
strong organizational skills and time management skills, above-average reading comprehension and
writing skills. Note: 10 quality points towards the GPA are given completion of Honors courses.
Advanced Placement (AP) courses make substantial academic demands on students. Students are
required to do considerable outside reading and other assignments and to demonstrate the analytical
skills and writing abilities expected of first-year students in a strong college program. Some AP courses
demand preparatory coursework to be completed in the summer before the academic year
begins. College credit and/or advanced placement in college courses may be received upon successful
completion of the College Board Advanced Placement exam. Students must complete the AP course
request form at the end of this guidebook. Because of the demands of AP courses, students are advised
to carefully consider the number of AP courses in which they enroll. Students and parents should be
aware that because AP courses are the equivalent of college courses, it is not uncommon for students to
earn a grade at least a letter grade lower than the student may have earned in the past. The AP exam is
required of all students enrolled in AP courses. Note: 15 quality points towards the GPA are given for
this challenge.
COURSE LEVEL CHANGES: Any student wishing to change a level in any core course within the school
year can do so only when recommended by the current teacher and Curriculum Facilitator. Level
Change forms are available in the Counseling and Guidance office. Level changes are made only when
they are academically necessary, in the best interest of the student, and when a change will not
adversely affect class sizes. At no time are changes processed simply due to poor performance if there
has been no attempt to work through the academic challenges with the support services available.
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EXAMPLES OF HONORS AND CP COURSES WITH WEIGHTED SCALE
Example of CP Grades
Courses

Report
Grade
Theo. 11,CP
90
Eng. 11, CP
80
Alg. 2, CP
85
French 2, CP
79
Chem., CP
86
US History, CP 84
AVERAGE
84*

Letter
Grade
A
BB
C+
B
B
B

Non
Weighted
90
80
85
79
86
84
84

Example of Honors Weighted Grades
Courses

Report
Grade

Letter
Grade

Theo. 11,(CP)
Eng. 11, (H)
Alg. 2, (H)
French 2, (CP)
Chem., (H)
AP US History
AVERAGE

90
80
85
79
86
84
84

ABB
C+
B
B
B

Honors
Points
Added

Weighted
Grade
90
90
95
79
96
99
91.5

10
10
10
15

*Grades that show on Report Cards and Transcripts

NUMERIC GRADE, LETTER GRADE, & FOUR-POINT EQUIVALENTS
Grade
100
99
98
97
96
95
94
93
92
91
90

Letter
A+
A+
A+
A
A
A
A
A
AAA-

Grade

Letter

89
88
87
86
85
84
83
82
81
80

B+
B+
B+
B
B
B
B
BBB-

Grade

Letter

79
78
77
76
75
74
73
72
71
70

C+
C+
C+
C
C
C
C
CCC-

Grade

Letter

69
68
67
66
65
64
63
62
61
60

D+
D+
D+
D
D
D
D
DDD-

4.5

4.0

3.7

3.3

3.0

2.7

Note: Four-Point scale is approximate
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2.3

2.0

1.7

Daily Schedule
Monday
(Skinny)
Block Time

Tuesday (Block)
Block

A
7:50-8:41

Monday
Morning
Meeting
9:32-9:57
C
10:01-10:48

st

E 12:0812:55

Block

Activity/Study
9:32-9:57

1 Lunch
11:18-11:43
1
Study 11:4712:12

E
11:1812:10

E 12:16-1:08

2
Lunch
12:1412:39
2
Study
12:431:08

D
10:52-11:39
1 Lunch
11:43-12:08
st

st

E 12:08-12:55

2 Lunch
12:30-12:55
nd

F
12:59—1:46
G
1:50-2:37

F
1:12-2:37

Advisory
9:32-9:57
C
10:01-10:48

1 Lunch
11:18-11:43
1
Study 11:4712:12

E
11:1812:10

E 12:16-1:08

2
Lunch
12:1412:39
2
Study
12:431:08

D
10:52-11:39
1 Lunch
11:43-12:08
st

st

nd

E 11:43-12:30

B
8:45-9:32

D
9:49-11:14

st

Friday
(Skinny)
Block Time

A
7:50-8:41

Activity
9:19-9:45

C
10:01-10:48

C
9:49-11:14

Time

B
7:50-9:19

B
8:45-9:32

Activity
9:19-9:45

st

Thursday (Block)

A
7:50-8:41

A
7:50-9:19

B
8:45-9:32

D
10:52-11:39
1 Lunch
11:43-12:08

Time

Wednesday
(Skinny)
Block
Time

E 12:08-12:55

nd

E 11:43-12:30

nd

2 Lunch
12:30-12:55
nd

F
12:59—1:46
G
1:50-2:37
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G
1:12-2:37

E 11:4312:30

nd

2 Lunch
12:30-12:55
nd

F
12:59—1:46
G
1:50-2:37

ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS

Courses at Bishop Brady High School are separated into three curricular
areas – Humanities, STEM and Arts and Culture. Questions about
courses and placement can be directed to the respective Curriculum
Facilitators - Mr. Michael Ling for Humanities, Mr. James Miller for
STEM, or Mr. Ben Greene for Arts and Culture.
The Humanities Department includes courses in the following academic
areas:
 Theology
 English
 Social Studies
The STEM Department includes courses in the following academic
areas:
 Science
 Wellness
 Technology
 Mathematics
The Arts and Culture Department includes courses and activities in the
following areas:
 Art
 Music
 Drama
 World Languages
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New Courses 2017-2018
Calculus Honors – 1 credit
Voices of Democracy - .5 credit
AP Music Theory – 1 credit
American Studies (English and History) – 2 credits
Church History - .5 credit
Independent Study Band .25 credit

Changes 2017-2018
Foundations of Music becomes Introduction to Music Theory
Music Appreciation becomes History of Rock Music
Guitar Ensemble becomes Guitar II
Film Making becomes Media Production
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Theology Courses
The Theology Department provides each student, regardless of religious background, with the opportunity to understand and
appreciate the Catholic identity on which our school community has its foundation. The Theology Department offers challenging
college-preparatory courses provided in a safe and disciplined environment which reflects Gospel values. It is our goal to inspire,
encourage and nurture students in the living our Christian faith through personal commitment to both spiritual growth and social
action. The Theology Department plays a vital role in challenging students to build up the school community through
participation in prayer and sacramental celebrations, classroom discussions, community service and retreat experiences. The
program also helps students to learn to think deeply and critically about contemporary issues of religious, moral and social
importance.
All students must complete 4 credits in Theology to graduate:
 Grade 9 – Introduction of Catholicism
 Grade 10 – Understanding Scriptures
 Grade 11 and 12 – Moral Theology I, Moral Theology II and two electives

100

BEGINNING THEOLOGY

Offered to first year International Students with ELL Teacher Approval
Credit: 1
This year long class is designed for first year international students with limited English proficiency. The goal of this course is
to provide a foundation for Catholic Christianity. Course objectives and goals mirror those of 112 Introduction to Catholicism,
with instruction, reading materials, and assignments tailored to a language level appropriate to the students.

112

FOUNDATIONS OF CATHOLICISM

Grade 9
Credit: 1
The course is designed to provide a foundation of Catholic Christianity. It allows the students to open themselves to God’s gift of faith
so that it becomes real and meaningful. The course promotes both an intellectual understanding and a spiritual appreciation for the
Catholic faith. The course is divided into three components: Word, an examination of Scripture and the Formation of Catholic
doctrine; Worship, an exploration of each of the seven sacraments and the summit of worship, the liturgy; and Witness, a discussion of
the advantages of establishing good moral habits in order to enhance positive decision making skills. Finally, students will discover a
positive portrayal of love and life within the context of vocation and lifestyles. Theology of the Body for Teens encourages a
development of “a true reverence for the gift of our sexuality.” (Pope John Paul II)
This full year course along with a 25 hour service project fulfills the freshman requirements needed for graduation.

125

UNDERSTANDING THE SCRIPTURES

Grade 10
Credit: 1
First Semester Focus: Using the narrative approach to reading the Bible, we will focus on the story of salvation history and the
theme of God’s Covenant relationship with His people beginning with the book of Genesis. Although this semester will focus
on the Old Testament, the unity of the Old and New Testaments will be emphasized. Students will see how the mediators of
God’s covenant with humanity (Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses and David in particular) were “types” of Christ. Students will
also gain an appreciation of how the covenants of the Old Testament were perfected and fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
Second Semester Focus: The second semester of this Scriptures course will focus on the New Testament. The heart of this
course will be the examination of the Incarnation of the Son of God, His life and ministry; His suffering, death, resurrection and
ascension (ie. the Paschal Mystery) through a cohesive study both of the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) and the
Gospel of John. Students will also gain an appreciation of the birth of the Catholic Church at Pentecost and its early life through
the Acts of the Apostles.
This full year course along with a 25 hour service project fulfills the sophomore requirements needed for graduation.

Students in grades 11 and 12 must complete 25 hours of service each year and complete Moral Theology I
and II and two elective courses.
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135

MORAL THEOLOGY I

GRADE 11 or 12
Credit .5
This course builds on preceding theology courses in fundamentals and Scripture. It focuses on how Divine Revelation, Apostolic
Tradition and doctrines of the Church inform our understanding of human happiness and right action, in light of the individual’s
journey to God. The method proceeds from a study of the human person and moral truths applied to real-life situations and how
natural and theological virtues enable a person to live the good life. The course also treats the duties of social justice for
communities to guarantee the rights and opportunities for individuals to live a moral life.
This course is a prerequisite for Moral Theology II.

137

MORAL THEOLOGY II

GRADE 11 or 12
Credit .5
Continuing the virtue-based moral theology of the previous course, Moral Theology I, this course provides a critical study of
present-day moral issues. Students will pursue a more in-depth study of the life of the Christian person within the contexts of the
single-life, marriage family, Church, and state. Timely issues of social justice are considered, including war, medical life issues,
poverty, sexual ethics, and the environment, in light of Catholic social teachings.

138

CHURCH HISTORY

Offered to Grade 11 or 12
Credit: .5
The purpose of this course is to supply students with a general knowledge of the Church’s history from apostolic times to the
present. This course introduces the fact that the Church was founded by Christ through the Apostles and is sustained by Him
throughout history through the Holy Spirit. Students will come to know the Church as the living Body of Christ today, and, as
such, has both divine and human elements. Students will learn about the Church’s 2000 years of history and how the Church is
led and governed by the successors of the Apostles.

144

ETHICS

Offered to Grade 11 or 12
Credit: .5
Ethics is the study that deals with what is right and wrong, goodness and evil in light of action. We will examine questions proper
to ethics: What is happiness? What makes a deed right or wrong? What is human fulfillment? Is there a rational basis for human
action? What is human freedom? How does ethics relate to the community? We will reflect on these and other key questions by
examining the ideas of Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Thomas Hobbes, Immanuel Kant, John Stuart Mills and
Friederich Nietzsche. Special attention will be paid to the following ethical concerns: cultural and individualistic relativism,
subjectivism, determinism, rationality, and freedom. Finally we will discuss the role which religion—and Catholic Christianity in
particular—play in contemporary ethical debates.

151

WORLD RELIGIONS

Offered to Grade 11 or 12
Credit: .5
This course reviews the emergence of various belief systems and their differences and similarities. Students explore the role of
religious belief in the course of human history. Whenever possible, speakers representing various religions are invited to the
class. Special emphasis is given to the five major religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

152

FAITH IN FILM

Offered to Grade 11 or 12
Credit: .5
The Truths of the Catholic faith are both deliberately and unwittingly displayed in many classic and modern films. The purpose
of this course is to equip students with the tools they need to view and analyze film media critically through the lens of
faith. Thus prepared, students will be able to draw out the lessons contained not only in the selected films viewed in this course
but in the films they view for the rest of their lives. In apprehending the moral and spiritual messages embedded in film, it is
hoped that they will better appreciate and live lives of faith themselves.
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Theology Service
All Bishop Brady students are expected to fulfill a 100 hour service commitment. This is a four year requirement (25 hours per
year) whereby students will take the message of Christ into their school and local community. Service must be direct, one-onone with an individual or group experiencing economic poverty or are otherwise disadvantaged or marginalized. All students
will receive a complete Service Handbook to aid in their planning for service hours.
Service hours must be done outside of the regular school day. Hours may be completed before or after school, on weekends, or
during school calendar scheduled holidays. No time off from school will be granted to fulfill service hours.
Summer Option: To accommodate individual student schedules, students have the opportunity to complete their yearly service
requirement during the summer.

NOTE: Full Theology credit each year will only be given once service hours are completed.
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World Language Courses
The goal of the World Languages Department is to motivate each student to reach, if not surpass, the ‘threshold level’ of
proficiency in his/her chosen language of study. According to the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR), the ‘threshold level’ of proficiency is defined by the speaker’s ability to use the target language in daily
situations and to discuss everyday topics, as well as to establish and maintain social relationships with native speakers of the
target language. In order to assist students in reaching this goal, instruction is designed with an emphasis in the four language
skills: listening and reading comprehension, and spoken and written communication. Additionally, there are opportunities for
student exchange, field trips, travel and guest speakers, as that exposure to the culture and native speakers of the target language
is essential in the development of appreciation and respect for cultural and societal differences. Many of our students choose to
continue beyond the basic language requirements and enroll in advanced courses in their chosen language which allow students
to experience the intellectual pleasure of studying literary works, film, art and music produced in their original languages.
Advanced Placement courses in Spanish and French aim to prepare students for the challenging Advanced Placement Exam.
The World Languages Department applies new and emerging technologies to lessons to make learning experiences as authentic,
engaging and meaningful as possible. Students are encouraged to take advantage of the myriad resources available to
them outside of the classroom as a means of practicing and refining their own language skills.
Courses are offered in Spanish, French and Latin. In order to satisfy the requirements for graduation, students must successfully
complete three consecutive years of one language, or two consecutive years of two languages. Eighth grade students who have
taken one or more years of their chosen language will take a separate placement exam to determine their language placement in
the ninth grade. A student must earn a 75% or higher in order to move on to the second year of that language. If a student earns
between a 60% - 74% and wishes to advance into the second year, he or she is strongly encouraged to enroll in a summer review
course to reach proficiency. Other options include tutoring or online coursework. At the end of the summer, a student who
earned a grade between 60% - 74% must pass a placement exam with a 75% or higher in order to be enrolled in the next year of
study. Students who do not remediate and pass the placement test may need to repeat the first year of the course or start a
different language.

203

LATIN I

Offered to all grades
Level: CP
Credit: 1
This course introduces the students to the basics of Latin language and contributions of Roman civilization to the Western
World. Students will demonstrate a mastery of both Latin and English grammar, recognize English derivatives from Latin words
and explore various aspects of Roman history, art, and culture. They will make cue cards to develop vocabulary and will submit
projects and translations which illustrate the contributions made to Western civilization by the Greeks and Romans.

204

LATIN II

Offered to all grades
Level: CP
Credit: 1
Latin II introduces the students to advanced concepts in the Latin language such as the passive voice, irregular declensions and
the subjunctive. This class provides a background of Greco-Roman culture through translating Pliny, Cicero, Martial, and other
Roman writers. Students will be required to keep weekly journals and complete a number of creative writing assignments
demonstrating their ability to write Latin. A focus will be on continuing to master and utilize English and Latin grammar,
demonstrating mastery of all six tenses, both active and passive and continue to develop vocabulary. Students will complete and
translate a variety of readings depicting Roman culture.
Prerequisite for this course is completion of Latin I with a grade of 75% or better.

205

LATIN III (H)

Offered to grades 10-12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
Latin III is a course that continues to reinforce and develop upon the skills acquired in Latin I and II. Students will review basic
grammatical concepts and study more advanced structures. Greater emphasis will be placed on translations. Mastery of grammar
should be evident at the start of the year. Students will continue to develop vocabulary and are expected to be able to translate
difficult passages. Roman history will be studied through the works of Roman writers such as Caesar, Pliny, Martial, etc.
Prerequisite for this course is completion of Latin II.
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206

LATIN IV (H)

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
This course is offered by invitation as an Independent Study for qualified students.

212

FRENCH I

Offered to all grades
Level: CP
Credit: 1
This course is an introduction to the basics of the French language and culture. It will include the reinforcement of the four
skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing French, with activities that will foster communication in conversational situations.
The vocabulary presented in the Bon Voyage 1 text and workbook, will be presented in themes, such as shopping, family, and
school life. Students will master both vocabulary and grammar as it is presented thematically. They will practice communicating
in small group activities. They will practice their listening and reading comprehension skills through assigned activities from
their online text. Students will explore the many points of interest in French history, geography and culture.

222

FRENCH II

Offered to all grades
Level: CP
Credit: 1
This course is a continuation of the basics of the French language and culture introduced in French I. It will include the study of
more complicated verb tenses and grammar as well as longer reading selections, presented in the Bon Voyage 2 text and
workbook. This course will examine in greater depth the rich culture and history of the French Province of Quebec. Students are
encouraged to speak French in the classroom, in communicating with the teacher and in their cooperative learning groups. They
will extend their reading skills beyond the textbooks by reading a short novel second semester. They will practice their listening
and reading comprehension skills through assigned activities from their online text.
Prerequisite for French II is completion of French I with a grade of 75% or better.

231

FRENCH III (H)

Offered to grades 10-12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
This course will continue to expand the four language skills. The course will explore the use of more complex language
structures, such as the subjunctive mood and compound verb tenses, presented in the Bon Voyage 3 text. Students will
demonstrate their mastery of the vocabulary through essay writing and class discussions. Students will read and analyze their
first book, “Le Petit Prince” and will be introduced to journalistic prose using articles from the French news media. Students will
practice their listening comprehension skills with short video clips, YouTube selections and at least one film.
Prerequisite for this course is successful completion of French II and permission of Instructor.

232

FRENCH III

Offered to grades 10-12
Level: CP
Credit: 1
This course will continue to expand the four language skills. The course will explore the use of more complex language
structures, such as the subjunctive mood and compound verb tenses, presented in the Bon Voyage 3 text. Students will
demonstrate their mastery of the vocabulary through essay writing and class discussions. They will practice their listening and
reading comprehension skills through assigned activities.
Prerequisite for this course is successful completion of French II with a grade of 75% or better.
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241

FRENCH IV (H)

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
This course is designed for students who wish to continue their study of French beyond high school, and are motivated to
practicing the language as much as possible both in and out of the classroom. Students will study more complex grammar
structures and vocabulary through The Ultimate French Review and Practice. Oral presentations and compositions will be
assigned regularly. Oral comprehension will be reinforced through videos.
Perquisite for this course is successful completion of French III and permission of Instructor.

245

AP FRENCH

Offered to grade 12
Level: Advanced Placement
Credit: 1
The AP French Language course is designed to provide students with a communicative ability in French language. The course
has the following objectives: to develop the ability to understand spoken French in various contexts; to develop a French
vocabulary sufficient for reading newspaper and magazine articles, literary texts, and Internet articles without dependence on a
dictionary; and to develop the ability to express oneself in French, both orally and in writing, coherently, resourcefully, and with
reasonable fluency and accuracy. Students will submit summaries of articles they’ve read on the Internet. Students will take the
AP exam in May.
Prerequisite for this course is successful completion of French IV & Curriculum facilitator approval (See AP Request
Form). Course can be cancelled if fewer than 10 students are enrolled.

251

ACC SPANISH 1

Accelerated Spanish 1
Offered to grade 9
Level: CP
Credit: .5
This course is designed for the independent student who has prior experience with the target language but would benefit from
additional review of basic grammar and vocabulary learned in Spanish I. The expectation is that the student is already well versed
in the basics covered in an introductory course to the language. Accelerated Spanish I is a fast-paced, half-year course that covers
all of the same material covered in a full year of Spanish I. This option also allows for greater flexibility in the student’s
schedule.
Pre-requisite: Prior experience with the language, placement test and teacher recommendation
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252

SPANISH I

Offered to all grades
Level: CP
Credit: 1
Spanish Level I is an introduction to the Spanish language. The course focuses on the four language skills: listening, speaking,
reading and writing. Spanish I students are exposed to the richness and diversity of the Spanish-speaking world through the
study of culture in Spain and Latin America. Students will use the REALIDADES 1 text and workbook. To develop their
Spanish skills, students use their books and workbooks to learn and practice Spanish grammar, vocabulary, and expressions.
Students are encouraged to utilize online supports provided by the textbook for additional practice. These activities reinforce the
vocabulary, grammar and culture being covered in class. In addition, students participate in a variety of classroom activities,
including games, songs, skits, and dialogues. Students take written tests and create oral presentations to demonstrate their
mastery of course material. At the conclusion of Spanish I, students will understand fundamental Spanish grammar and
vocabulary and be able to communicate in Spanish at a novice level.

262

SPANISH II

Offered to all grades
Level: CP
Credit: 1
Spanish II is a course that continues to develop students’ abilities to understand and converse in Spanish. The course focuses on
all four of the language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Spanish II students are introduced to new elements of
grammar and vocabulary while they continue to review structures and vocabulary learned in Spanish I. To further their Spanish
skills, students use their REALIDADES 2 text and workbooks. They will practice their listening and reading comprehension
skills through assigned activities. Students are encouraged to utilize online supports provided by the textbook for additional
practice. These activities reinforce the vocabulary, grammar and culture being covered in class. Students will participate in a
variety of classroom activities, including games, songs, skits, and dialogues. Students take oral and written tests and create
presentations to demonstrate their mastery of course material. At the conclusion of Spanish II, students will understand
fundamental Spanish grammar and vocabulary and be able to communicate in Spanish at a beginner level.
Prerequisite for this course is completion of Spanish I with a grade of 75% or higher

271

SPANISH III(H)

Offered to grades 10-12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
This course will offer a short review of the verb tenses and grammar structures learned in the first two years. It will then quickly
move into an introduction of more advanced grammar structures as well as new vocabulary from the REALIDADES 3 text and
workbook. Students will read and analyze short stories and mini-novels to reinforce reading comprehension. Individual and group
work will be assigned regularly. Students will be quizzed often to assess their progress. Students will be expected to use their
Spanish in the classroom and are encouraged to do so outside the classroom as well.
Prerequisite for this course is successful completion of Spanish II and permission of Instructor.

272

SPANISH III

Offered to grades 10-12
Level: CP
Credit: 1
This course will offer a short review of the verb tenses and grammar structures learned in the first two years. It will then quickly
move into an introduction of more advanced grammar structures as well as new vocabulary from the REALIDADES 3 text and
workbook. Individual and group work will be assigned regularly. Students will be quizzed often to assess their progress.
Students will be expected to use their Spanish in the classroom and are encouraged to do so outside the classroom as well.
Prerequisite for this course is completion of Spanish II with a grade of 75% or higher.

20

275

CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
.
This course is designed to encourage students to continue to explore the language and culture of the Spanish-speaking
world. Students will apply the concepts learned in Spanish I and II within the context of everyday conversation and expand their
repertoire of vocabulary and expressions. Music, visual art, film, poetry and other creative tools will replace textbooks.

276

VIVA a ESPANOL Hispanic Culture

Offered to all grades
Level: CP
Credits: .5
This course is designed to give the student a global perspective by examining different cultural regions of the Hispanic world.
The students will explore and analyze the geography, history, religion/philosophies, and value systems, cultural factors such as
language, art, music, and contemporary issues including the economic situation for each region. By the end of the course the
students should be able to compare these cultural factors across a global perspective. The focus will depend upon the student
interest and some democratic decisions by the class.

281

SPANISH IV(H)

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
This course is designed for students dedicated to the study of Spanish, who are motivated to improve and use their language skills
both in and beyond the classroom. Students are presented with authentic literature to practice the 4 skills. Stories and themes are
chosen for interest of students, which in turn foments higher order thinking and other critical skills which cross language and
cultural barriers. We view clips, films, discuss and hear music which will aid in comprehension of culture and history of Latin
America and Spain. Students continue to improve spoken language skills through both prepared and impromptu class
discussions. There is a focus on improved writing skills using a variety of advanced grammar structures. The assessments are
distributed over the 4 skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking. The literature textbook is Abriendo Paso with an
additional grammar review book used as needed, Una Vez Más.
Prerequisite for this course is successful completion of Spanish III Honors and permission of instructor.

286

AP SPANISH

Offered to grade 12
Level: Advanced Placement
Credit: 1
The AP Spanish Language course emphasizes the use of authentic Spanish language source materials and the integration of
aural/oral skills, reading comprehension, grammar, and composition. Course objectives are to: understand Spanish spoken by
native speakers at a natural pace; develop an active vocabulary sufficient for reading newspaper and magazine articles, literary
texts, and other non-technical writings; and express yourself by describing, narrating, inquiring, and developing arguments in
Spanish, both orally and in writing, with reasonable fluency, using different strategies for different audiences and communicative
contexts. Students will do the exercises from the AP Spanish Text, and take practice exams periodically. They will submit
recordings of their oral reports as well as written summaries from readings completed throughout the course. Students will take
the AP exam in May.
Prerequisite for this course is successful completion of Spanish IV and Curriculum Facilitator approval. (See AP Request
Form). Course can be cancelled if less than 10 students are enrolled.
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Fine Arts Courses



All students must complete 1 full credit in Fine Arts to graduate.
Fine arts credits can also be used as elective choices.

(The Fine Arts Option allows students who participate in previously approved fine arts classes outside the building such as
dance and music classes to gain .5 credit toward Fine Arts and additional credits as electives. See Fine Arts Option
description at the end of this section and Arts Option application form in the FORMS section at the end of this
guide. Application must be passed in with Course Selection Sheet.)

Courses Offered in Art
The Foundations of ART course (310) is a prerequisite for all Art courses at Brady. Students with significant background and
community art classes may seek the permission of the art teacher to enroll in courses without this requirement.

310

FOUNDATIONS OF ART

Offered to all grades (9 graders recommended)
Level: CP
Credit: .5
This beginning class will explore the visual elements and the organizing principles of design in a 2-D context. The course is
designed to explore fundamental art processes, teach basic art skills, and develop the student’s art vocabulary and survey
historical and cultural concepts.
th

This course is an elective and can fulfill .5 of the Fine Arts requirement.

322

INTERMEDIATE ART

Offered to grades 10-12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
This course is geared to the student who wishes to continue with art in a more challenging direction, but it will still maintain the
same level of fun and exploration as Foundations of Art, emphasis is placed on a variety of mediums and techniques. Students
will explore drawing, watercolor painting, collage, scratchboard, and sculpture (without clay) to just name a few. Also,
independent sketchbook work is required outside of class.
Prerequisite for this course is Foundations of Art. This course is an elective and can fulfill .5 of the Fine Arts
requirement.

323

COLOR and DESIGN

Offered to grades 10-12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
This course is offered to the student who would like to understand their strongest sense, vision. In this course the student will
understand that color study exists in the areas of both visual art (aesthetics) and science (physics). Part I of this course will cover
a complete exploration of color study including: color theory, color interaction, the materials of color, and computer color. Part
II will pertain to design, compositional theory, and the role of color in design and art. The two parts will consist of hands-on
activities that will be visually helpful to a student’s understanding of color.
Prerequisite for this course is Foundations of Art. This course is an elective and can fulfill .5 of the Fine Arts
requirement.
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325

FINE ART OPTION

Offered to all grades
Level: CP
Credit: .25 per year
This “OPTION” is a 2-year program for OUT OF SCHOOL PARTICIPATION ONLY. Students who are active in instruction
outside of school in voice, instrumental music or dance may receive up to 1/2 Fine Arts credit. To qualify, students must receive
summary documentation twice a year (mid-year and end of year) for 2 years from the private instructor and the student could be
asked to provide a presentation of the skill or product as part of the evaluation process. The Fine Arts Option Application can be
found in the back of the Program of Studies book or can be picked up in the Counseling and Guidance Office.
This course (325) must be checked off during the initial on-line course selection process and the hard copy of the application
must be turned in to the student’s school counselor.

328

SOFT SCULPTURE

Offered to grades 10-12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
This course will allow the students to create in a 3-D format. The students should understand the elements of art and principles
of design while creating various projects out of paper, wire, packaging tape, newspaper, fibers, and found objects to list a few.
Prerequisite for this course is Foundations of Art. This course is an elective and can fulfill .5 of the Fine Arts
requirement.

330

MEDIA DESIGN

Offered to grade 11 and 12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
This course is an introduction to the Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop software. Both programs are consistently used by graphics
professionals within the field of media and digital design, and this course will teach essential concepts, and provide practical
implementation of how to create graphic images, artwork, and manipulate photos. Additionally, students will learn the many
different applications and tools related to drawing and painting, modifying shapes, using layering techniques and types and other
connected concepts. Students who take this course will then be able to create illustrations, work with digital images, and lay out
document pages that include both text and graphics in a variety of formats.
+
Prerequisites for this course are Foundations of Art, common Windows navigation and word processing skills.
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Courses Offered in Music
343

INTRODUCTION TO MUSIC THEORY

Offered to all grades (9th recommended)
Level: CP
Credit: .5
This one semester course gives an introduction to written music notation including pitch, rhythm, and dynamics. Students will
learn basic piano/keyboard skills including melodic and chordal notation, basic composition skills and the use of technology in
the creation of music. This Course will serve as a foundation for other music courses.
This course is an elective and can fulfill .5 of the Fine Arts requirement.

345

HISTORY OF ROCK MUSIC

Offered to 9-12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
Popular music has changed a lot in the past Century. This class will explore the roots of today’s popular music styles by learning
about Blues, Jazz, and early Rock and Roll music.
This course is an elective and can fulfill .5 of the Fine Arts requirement.

Celebrating Music in Our Schools Month
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372

CHORUS

Offered to all grades
Level: CP
Credit: .5 (meets every other day all year). Course may be repeated credit.
This half-credit course will focus on the development of basic vocal skills in a group setting. Students participate in chorus for a
full year. Students will explore various styles of vocal music including traditional, popular, blues, rocks, jazz. etc. Rehearsal
techniques will be presented, with an emphasis on the development of the vocal ensemble for the purpose of school and/or public
performance. Students will also learn basic music reading skills, harmony and theory as it applies to vocal performance. Other
music skills that will be developed include part-singing, pitch control, rhythm dictation, breathing, musical interpretation,
phrasing and enunciation. Chorus students should be prepared to participate in all public performances. Chorus also serves as
the core of our music ministry singers.
Chorus is an elective and can fulfill .5 of the Fine Arts requirement. May be repeated for credit

383

GUITAR I

Offered to all grades
Level: CP
Credit: .5
Guitar I is open to all students regardless of proficiency on the guitar. The class is designed for beginners, although advanced
players are welcome to take the course with the approval of the instructor. This course will include the study of note reading,
chord playing, basic music theory, guitar tablature and various musical styles. Students will perform at one public concert during
the semester. Students must have their own instrument in good, working order.
This course is an elective and can fulfill .5 of the Fine Arts requirement.

384

GUITAR II

Offered to all grades
Level: CP
Credit: .5
This course will continue the study of standard notation and tablature in the upper positions of the guitar fretboard. Chord
playing will be expanded to include bar chords and extended chord voicings. Students will study various rock, blues and
classical styles both in ensembles and as solos. Ensemble playing will include both small group configurations (duets, trios, and
quartets) and large group ensemble playing. The students will perform during the course of the semester in music department
performances. Students must have their own instrument in good working condition.
This course is an elective and can fulfill .5 of the Fine Arts requirement. May be repeated for credit.

389

BAND

Offered to all grades
Level: CP
Credit: .5 (meets every other day all year) Course may be repeated for credit
This performance-based class will give students the opportunity to experience ensemble playing in concert band style. Emphasis
will be placed on both individual proficiency and ensemble sound. Students may take this course more than one year. Students
will perform a variety of musical genres including pop, classical and contemporary music. Students will learn the concepts of
sound, blend, intonation, reading, phrasing and other performance considerations. Participation in Pep Band will be expected of
all concert band members. Students will be expected to participate in various school and public appearances. Students are
required to provide their own instruments. Prior band experience is mandatory.
Band is an elective and can be used to fulfill the Fine Arts credit. May be repeated for credit
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391

AP Music Theory

Level: AP
Credit: 1

AP Music Theory corresponds to two semesters of a typical introductory college music theory course that covers topics such as
musicianship, analysis, aural skills, theory, musical materials, and procedures. Musicianship skills, including dictation and other
dictation and other listening skills, sight-singing, and keyboard harmony are considered an important part of the course. Students
develop the ability to recognize, understand, and describe basic materials and processes of music that are heard or presented in a
music score. Development of aural skills is a primary objective. Performance is also part of the learning process. Students
understand basic concepts in terminology by listening to and perfoming a wide variety of music. Notational skills, speed, and
fluency with basic materials are emphasized.
Prerequisites: Students should be able to read and write musical notation, and it is strongly recommended that the
student has acquired at least basic performance skills in voice or on an instrument. If you do not meet this requirement,
you must complete Introduction to Music Theory.

395

Independent Study Band

Level: CP
Credit: .25 (meets twice per week during mini study block) Course may be repeated for credit
This course is an alternative course for students who desire to continue music performance and cannot fit the full band course
into their schedules. Students must practice and learn music, attend rehearsals each week with their instrument, and attend three
public performances per year.
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Technology Courses
To satisfy state requirement for graduation, all students must complete a .5 credit in computer literacy (442). Students who
enter with an approved digital portfolio may request permission to complete this requirement through an upper level course.

442

ACADEMIC TECHNOLOGY

Offered to freshmen and any student needing to complete the requirement
Level CP
Credits: .5
The goal of this course is to build the students’ skills in researching information, making appropriate ethical choices about the use
of computers, and using technology to both learn independently and collaborate with others.
This course begins with a focus on the use of Microsoft Office 2013 and Google Drive Suites to produce documents for academic
work. Using Word, students practice footnotes/endnotes and bibliographies to document a research paper. Excel is used to write
basic formulas to do calculations, and to make charts and graphs for analysis. Finally, we explore all of the features of
PowerPoint, and practice giving presentations that meet all of the requirements of any assignment and needs of the audience.
Using the Exploring Computer Science curriculum, students will answer the question, “What IS a computer?” and address
personal and cultural issues surrounding digital citizenship, privacy and safety, and assessment of internet sources for academic
work. An introduction to web design and programming is included in this curriculum. Several professional applications of
computing will also be explored, including, but not limited to: Google Sketchup, video production and Adobe InDesign.

444

MEDIA and CULTURE

Offered to grades 10-12
Interdisciplinary course as a technology/digital citizenship and/or social studies elective
Level CP
Credits: .5
In this introductory survey course we will touch on the influence of all forms of media on culture and politics beginning with the
Renaissance and comparing it to modern times. We will start with a premise such as, “The printing press was the internet of
Martin Luther’s generation,” to make relevant comparisons and analysis. The components of history, politics and art history (the
prominent media and culture of the past) which we examine will be interwoven and connected to allow for analysis of modern
media on our current culture and choices. Research will be prepared and presented using technological products including visual
journalism and podcasting.

446

WEB DESIGN and GRAPHICS

Offered to grades 10-12
Level CP
Credits: .5
Students in this course will begin with basic HTML tags to create, edit and publish functional web pages, moving from HTML
towards HTML5. Each new assignment will weave in coding from the previous units, with added complexity for graphics and
interactivity. The final projects will be professional-quality, interactive web sites.

448

MEDIA PRODUCTION

Offered to grades 10-12
Interdisciplinary course in the technology of film production, and the language arts of script writing
Level CP
Credits: .5
Students in this class will experience the complete production process as writer/producer/director of their own video and audio
projects. Each will also gain experience as a crew member on the other class members’ projects. Students will learn the basic
craft of film or video storytelling and to write, direct and produce a short narrative film or video. The students will learn the
basic craft of audio and video storytelling and to write, direct, and produce short, narrative podcasts and videos.
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Mathematics Courses
Bishop Brady students are challenged to develop a working knowledge of the mechanics and applications of mathematical-based
systems involving various real world conditions. The curriculum is Algebra-based, rooted in Cartesian principles and practice
with major emphasis on two-variable data analysis and modeling. Students will discover, define, and understand relationships
among numbers and variables to demonstrate patterns, to write equations, and to evaluate functions. Students will explore the
properties of functions and their applications beginning with first degree polynomials then to rational functions, trigonometric
functions and through conic sections. They are expected to develop and expand their academic skills in critical thinking and
problem analysis as part of the curriculum. The Bishop Brady Math Team has won numerous regional and state contests and all
students are welcome to participate.






All students must complete a minimum of 3.0 credits in Math to graduate, although 4 credits are recommended.
All students must complete Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II as part of the minimum requirement.
Students who have had Algebra I in grade 8 must take a placement exam and will be recommended for courses by the
Curriculum Facilitator
Algebra I students may elect to take both Honors Geometry and Algebra II in the sophomore year to be ready for AP
Calculus in the senior year. Students who choose this option must have earned 90% or higher in Algebra I, obtain
department approval, and take math all four years.
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602

PRE ALGEBRA

Offered to grade 9
Level: CP
Credit: 1
Pre-Algebra will give students a math foundation to succeed in Algebra I the following year. Students will explore arithmetic
operations, number systems, along with basic algebraic properties and concepts. Placement in this course is by assessment and
recommendation and is only run if needed.

611

ALGEBRA I (H)

Offered to grade 9
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
The Algebra I Honors course is designed for highly motivated students who have previously had some algebra and will provide
an in-depth level of instruction, an accelerated pace and a cooperative learning environment. The course guides students in the
development of critical thinking skills and algebraic problem solving skills, which provide the foundation for real world
learning. Students use problem solving skills and the tools of algebra to analyze new and unfamiliar situations. Students will
learn to perform operations with real numbers, radical expressions, algebraic fractions and functions. Students will describe and
write variable expressions, equations, and algebraic word problems, will understand and use the vocabulary of algebra,
and prepare and maintain an organized notebook. Students will develop the tools for simplifying and evaluating one or two
variable expressions, solving equations or inequalities with one unknown, and systems of equations or inequalities with two
unknowns. Students will learn to use a graphing calculator effectively in their course work. They will display their mathematical
skills through tests, daily assignments, board work, group work, projects and cooperative problem solving.
Placement in this course is based on scores on the math placement test.

612

ALGEBRA I

Offered to grade 9
Level: CP
Credit: 1
This course introduces basic algebraic concepts with emphasis on procedure and technique. Students practice to build mastery
and confidence using the tools of algebra and will learn to perform operations with real numbers, radical expressions, algebraic
fractions and functions. Students will describe and write variable expressions, equations, and algebraic word problems. Students
will understand and use the vocabulary of algebra, prepare and maintain an organized notebook. Students will develop the tools
for simplifying and evaluating one or two variable expressions, solving equations or inequalities with one unknown, and systems
of equations or inequalities with two unknowns. They will learn to use a graphing calculator and will display their mathematical
skills through tests, daily assignments, board work, group work, projects and cooperative problem solving.

621

GEOMETRY (H)

Offered to grades 9-10
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
This course is an in-depth exploration of the concepts of Euclidean plane and 3-dimensional geometry. The course emphasizes
deductive reasoning and rigorous proof which are the foundations of higher mathematics. Students are required to understand
and use the vocabulary and concepts of geometry. Students will develop deductive and inductive reasoning skills through the
writing of proofs and problem solving. Students will practice solving problems and work on various cooperative and
independent exercises, and projects in their day-to-day work. Students will complete daily assignments and maintain an
organized notebook.
Prerequisites for this course are Algebra I (H) with a B average, or recommendation of the STEM curriculum facilitator
from the math placement exam.
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622

GEOMETRY

Offered to grades 10
Level: CP
Credit: 1
This course introduces the basic concepts of plane geometry with the emphasis on vocabulary, problem solving techniques and
applications. Students will understand and use the terminology and concepts of geometry. Students will develop reasoning skills
through the writing and solving of proofs, and graphing and solving analytic geometry problems. The students will explore the
relationships among points, lines, planes, and angles, as well as triangles, polygons, circles, and the area and volume of geometric
figures. Students will use right triangle trigonometry to solve right, acute and obtuse triangle problems. Emphasis will be on real
world applications (mechanical and physical). The students will use hands on and visually enhanced activities in this course.
Prerequisite for this course is Algebra I with a C or better.

631

ALGEBRA II (H)

Offered to grades 10-11
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
This course will move faster, be in more depth, and have more complex assignments than standard classes. That means that you
will learn a broader, more contextualized and more richly detailed version of the subject. The course guides students in the
development of critical thinking skills and algebraic problem- solving skills, which provide the foundation for real world problem
solving. Algebra II Honors continues the concepts of an Algebra I course with emphasis on procedure, technique, as well as
problem solving skills. The course will cover linear and quadratic functions, systems of equations, probability and statistics, and
will introduce complex functions such as trigonometric, polynomial, logarithmic and exponential functions as well as conic
sections. Students will understand and use the vocabulary of algebra. Students will be encouraged to interpret algebraic concepts
by using graphing calculators.
Prerequisite for this course is Honors Geometry with a B average or better.

632

ALGEBRA II

Offered to grades 10-12
Level: CP
Credit: 1
Algebra II continues the basic concepts of an Algebra I course with emphasis on procedure, technique, as well as problem solving
skills. The course will cover linear and quadratic functions, systems of equations, probability and statistics, and will introduce
complex functions such as trigonometric, polynomial, logarithmic and exponential functions as well as conic sections. Students
will understand and use the vocabulary of algebra. Students will be encouraged to interpret algebraic concepts by using graphing
calculators. Students will be involved in various group and project assignments. Students will complete daily homework and
maintain an organized notebook.
Prerequisite for this course is CP Geometry with a C average or better.

640

PRECALCULUS BC (H)

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
Accelerated Pre-calculus is a preparatory course for Advanced Placement Calculus BC. This is a very rigorous course that is
taught in an AP style and is suggested for students considering a major in the STEM field. The fourth quarter of this course
parallels the first quarter of the AP Calculus AB course. The course will require defining and applying the properties of
polynomial functions, analytic geometry, trigonometry, exponential and logarithmic functions, polar coordinates, complex
numbers, conic sections, sequences and series, limits and continuity, and an introduction to differential calculus. Students are
required to have and use a graphing calculator with programming capabilities. Students will complete several review
mathematics assignments during the summer prior to taking this course. A high degree of motivation and independence is
expected.
Prerequisite for this course is Honors Algebra II with an A average and completion of summer work.
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641

PRECALCULUS (H)

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
Pre-calculus is an advanced Algebra course and prepares students for the Advanced Placement Calculus AB course. This course
will cover functions, analytic geometry, trigonometry, polynomial functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, complex
numbers, polar graphs as well as sequences and series. Students will understand and use the vocabulary required for
calculus. Students will be able to examine numerical data, create a graph from the data, and then interpret both the data and the
graph through an appropriate equation. Students will explore all concepts with the use of a graphing calculator. Students will
complete daily assignments and maintain an organized notebook.
Prerequisite for this course is Honors Algebra II with a B average.

645 CALCULUS Honors
Offered to grades 12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
Honors Calculus provides the student with a rigorous course with in-depth instruction in the basic concepts of calculus. The
course is designed for those students not planning to take the Advanced Placement Examination in Calculus. Calculus brings
together many of the concepts and procedures from Algebra I & II, Geometry and PreCalculus. Students will study limits and
their connection to the graphs of functions. The study of limits will culminate in the limit definition of the derivative. Students
will then study the rules of derivatives with an emphasis on the relationship to various rates. Students will use their knowledge of
derivatives to solve real world problems with applications that include related rates, approximations, optimization and distance,
rate and time problems. Integral calculus will then be developed from the study of Riemann sums and the approximation of areas
on a graph. Students will study the procedures needed to find anti- derivatives with an emphasis on the properties of integrals and
the connection to area.
Prerequisites: PreCalculus with a minimum C+ average.

650

AP CALCULUS BC

Offered to grade 12
Level: Advanced Placement
Credit: 1
Advanced Placement Calculus BC is a course in introductory calculus with elementary functions and is the equivalent of two
semesters of college calculus. It covers the topics indicated by the College Board in their annual publication Advanced
Placement Course Description Mathematics. Additional topics may include various applications. Students are required to
complete assignments during the summer prior to taking this course and will be required to have and use a calculator with
graphing capabilities. Students will complete daily homework assignments and maintain an organized notebook. Students will
take the AP Calculus BC test prepared by the College Board in May.
Prerequisites: PreCalculus BC with a B average and Curriculum Facilitator approval. Course can be cancelled if fewer
than 10 students are enrolled. (See AP Request Form)

651

AP CALCULUS AB

Offered to grade 12
Level: Advanced Placement
Credit: 1
Advanced Placement Calculus AB is a course in introductory calculus with elementary functions. The basic course covers the
topics indicated by the College Board in their annual publication Advanced Placement Course Description Mathematics.
Additional topics may be covered. This course is equivalent to one semester of college calculus. Students will complete several
review mathematics assignments during the summer prior to taking this course. Students will be required to have and use a
calculator with graphing capabilities. Students will complete daily homework assignments and maintain an organized notebook.
Students will take the AP Calculus AB test prepared by the College Board in May.
Prerequisite for this course PreCalculus with a B average and Curriculum Facilitator approval. Course may be cancelled
if fewer than 10 students are enrolled. (See AP Request Form)
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666

AP STATISTICS

Offered to grade 12
Level: Advanced Placement
Credit: 1
This course explores advanced statistical concepts and techniques. It is equivalent to a one semester college Statistics course.
Using real-life and theoretical data, students will learn how to organize and graph data, compute and compare measures of data,
apply correlation and regression, work with probability theory, define and utilize sampling techniques, and evaluate and test
various data distributions (normal, probability, binomial, Poisson, sample). This course is a basic preparation for students who
will be taking statistics in college. Students will take the AP Statistics exam in May.
Prerequisite for this course is Algebra II Honors with an A average or PreCalculus with a B average and Curriculum
Facilitator recommendation. Course may be cancelled if fewer than 10 students are enrolled. (See AP Request Form)

672

FINITE MATH I

Offered to grade 12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
Finite Math I is the study of linear functions and graphs, matrices, inequalities and linear programming, simplex algorithms and
the mathematics of finance and the application of these concepts in real world situations. A graphing calculator (TI-84) is
required.
Prerequisite for this course is successful completion of Algebra II.

673

FINITE MATH II

Offered to grade 12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
Finite Math II is the study of probability, sets, counting techniques, permutations, combinations, statistics, and the application of
these concepts in real world situations. A graphing calculator (TI-84) is required.
Prerequisite for this course is successful completion of Algebra II.
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English Courses
The English Department of Bishop Brady High School believes in fostering an environment for mutual discovery through
teacher/student exploration of the spirit, culture, and history of the individual and the human family through reading,
research, discussion, and writing. We recognize that the ability to communicate effectively requires the development of
forms of expression which include thinking, reading, writing, listening and speaking skills. We provide a four-year course
of study designed to address the needs and potential of our students, to encourage students to accept responsibility for
their education, and to participate actively in creating an intellectual environment that will foster their development as
scholars and independent thinkers. All students must complete 4 credits in English to graduate.
By the end of four years of study in the BBHS English department, students will be able to
 use relevant literary terms and devices in discussing and evaluating works of literature.
 develop an understanding and use of vocabulary appropriate to his or her purpose.
 write effective narrative, descriptive, expository, and persuasive paragraphs and essays in timed and untimed situations,
demonstrating an understanding and mastery of the rules of English grammar, usage, and mechanics.
 take notes, summarize, and paraphrase information from written, oral, and visual sources and use the material to write
analytical essays and technical reports.
 create and deliver prepared and extemporaneous speeches and oral presentations using visuals and respond to questions
and answers from an audience composed of peers and adults.
 author multiple source, multiple page essays/papers following the rules of MLA style and using a process that involves
choosing a topic, selecting appropriate sources, researching, planning, writing, documenting, and editing the final
product.
 read, understand, interpret, critically analyze, and, ultimately, synthesize information and material from a variety of
American, British, and world literature, including short stories, epic and shorter poems, Shakespearean and other plays,
essays, speeches, novels, and visual media.
 use literary selections and visual media to gain insight into themselves and our society and to learn about other people
and other cultures.

711

FOUNDATIONS OF LITERATURE (H)

Grade 9
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
This two-semester course focuses on the understanding of literature by introducing the students to a variety of genres, including
the short story, drama, and the novel. We emphasize close reading and analysis beyond plot summary. We explore the process of
writing and different examples of each type of writing. This will also include formulating a thesis statement and
outlining. Students will be introduced to the research process using MLA format. The students will also be introduced to public
speaking and the necessity of being able to speak in front of both small and large gatherings. These skills are required in order to
assure solid communication skills now and in the future. Students will study the rules of grammar, mechanics, and usage
throughout the year with emphasis placed on sentence and paragraph formation, punctuation, and style. Vocabulary words and/or
literary terms will be studied on a weekly basis.
Students will complete assigned summer reading prior to the start of this course. Placement into this class is dependent
upon entrance exam scores, grades, and prior teacher recommendation.

712

FOUNDATIONS OF LITERATURE

Grade 9
Level: CP
Credit: 1
This two-semester course has three specific goals: (1) introduce and review the basic rules of grammar, usage, and mechanics;
(2) develop fundamental writing skills; (3) understand specific literary techniques and devices through an introduction to several
literary genres including the short story, the novel, and drama. Students will focus on the parts of speech, parts and types of
sentences, phrases, punctuation, sentence and paragraph development, types of paragraphs, and note taking and outlining
skills. Students will be introduced to the five-paragraph essay and to the research process using MLA format. They will be
expected to use correct citation format when citing evidence or using quotes and paraphrased material. Students will read a
combination of short stories, plays, and novels to improve their comprehension and increase their understanding of literary
techniques. Vocabulary words and/or literary terms will be studied on a weekly basis.
. Students will complete assigned summer reading prior to the start of this course.
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721

WORLD LITERATURE (H)

Grade 10
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
This two-semester course offers an in-depth examination of various genres of literature. Students will read poetry, short stories,
and fiction and non-fiction writings to sharpen their skills of comprehension and analysis and to deepen their understanding of
the structural conventions of those genres. Students will be required to read frequent assignments with a high level of
independent comprehension. Through frequent writing assignments, including re-writing and peer evaluation, students will
strengthen their analytical and creative writing skills. Students will also review MLA form and practice their research skills with
short research projects. Throughout this course, students will master literary terminology, build their vocabulary, and improve
their mastery of basic punctuation, grammar, usage, and style. Students will work to strengthen their speaking and listening skills
as well, participating in formal and informal discussions and group and individual reports.
The prerequisites for this class include a grade of 80% or better in ninth grade honors English or a grade of 90% or
better in ninth grade college prep English. Recommendation from the current English teacher is required. Curriculum
Facilitators must approve any request for an override of the grade requirement. Students will complete assigned summer
reading prior to the start of this course.

722

WORLD LITERATURE

Grade 10
Level: CP
Credit: 1
This two-semester course offers an in-depth examination of a wide variety of literature from around the globe. Utilizing literary
samples spanning from ancient to modern day writings, students will read poetry, short stories, novels, and dramatic literature in
an effort to improve their ability to comprehend texts of increasing complexity. Likewise, students will also improve their
vocabulary and ability to analyze and respond thoughtfully to writings representing various cultures. They will interpret works
and express their views both orally and in written, and they will continue to focus on producing work that is both structurally and
grammatically correct. Students will also review MLA form, as they write about their texts and other literary topics. They will
develop an understanding of necessary literary terms and appropriate vocabulary. Throughout this course students will also work
to strengthen and apply their knowledge and understanding of the basic rules of punctuation, grammar and usage.
The prerequisite for this class is successful completion of ninth grade English. Students will complete assigned summer
reading prior to beginning this course.
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730

AMERICAN STUDIES - ENGLISH (H)

Grade 11
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
American Studies combines the America History and American Literature requirement for juniors. The course is a
comprehensive study of history and literature from the settlement of Native Americans and exploration of American to the
present day. Students will make connections between history and literature, with a focus on the synthesis of ideas, analysis of
diverse sources, and cultural awareness. This interdisciplinary approach will allow students to gain a profound sense of the
interconnectedness of history and literature rather than a discrete understanding of each. Students must concurrently enrolled
in American Studies History.
Recommendation from the current English teacher is required. Students must concurrently enrolled in American Studies
History.

733

AMERICAN LITERATURE

Grade 11
Level: CP
Credit: 1
This two semester course offers an in-depth examination of American literature with some emphasis on historical context.
Beginning with Native American voices, students will enjoy a close reading of major American writers through the late 20
century. One Shakespearean tragedy will also be studied. Students will be expected to participate in frequent discussions and
activities intended to further develop their comprehension and analytical skills. They will extend their writing skills by
completing written assignments, including peer evaluation and re-writing, in each segment of the course. These activities will
address both literary and historical topics. Students will also continue to sharpen the grammar and structure of their written work,
as well as expand their vocabulary in preparation for the SAT. They will also be required to complete a major research project,
using the full extent of technology available in MLA format. Throughout this course students will work to strengthen and apply
their knowledge and understanding of the rules of grammar, usage, and mechanics to their written and spoken work.
th

The prerequisite for this class is successful completion of World Literature. Students will complete assigned summer
reading prior to starting this course.

751

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION

Grade 12
Level: Advanced Placement
Credit: 1
This is a two semester course in reading and writing at an advanced level. It expects students to read closely some demanding
works of prose fiction, a Shakespearean play, and both lyric and epic poetry and to write graceful and well-structured analysis
and arguments about them. Students will be required to read several works during the summer and respond in writing to some of
them when classes begin in the Fall. Students will also be required to complete outside reading and research throughout the
course and will master appropriate vocabulary and literary terms. Students will develop the ability to interpret a literary work and
will extend their writing skills by recognizing and using the various types of literary evidence. Students will consider and discuss
each author’s style, examining such elements as diction, syntax, imagery, and symbolism as well as sharpen their analytical
reading skills by identifying patterns of language. Students will understand the dramatic and/or cultural factors inherent in the
works of Homer, Virgil, Dante, Milton, and Shakespeare. Students will develop a usable personal technique for writing literary
essays and will sharpen their skills in conventional grammatical usage, punctuation, and sentence structure. Students will
research and write literary essays and research-based, thesis papers using MLA style and format. Students will make both
prepared and impromptu oral presentations to the class. Throughout the course, students will complete several practice tests and
numerous timed writes, which will be graded and scaled appropriately.
The prerequisites for this class include a grade of 90% or better in AP Language and Composition or Honors American
Lit., completion of literary analysis pre-test, English teacher recommendation for AP placement, Curriculum Facilitator
approval, and completion of summer reading and papers as assigned. Students will take the AP test prepared by the
College Board in May. Graded course work will continue after the AP English Exam until the conclusion of senior
classes. Enrollment in this course will be limited. Course can be cancelled if fewer than 10 students are enrolled.
(See AP Request Form)
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752 AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION – (Dual Enrollment Credit Option
COLLEGE COMPOSITION - SNHU ENG 120/121)
Offered to Grade 11

Level: Advanced Placement/SNHU dual enrollment credit
This is a two-semester course in reading and writing at an advanced level. “The purpose of the AP English Language and
Composition course is to provide students with opportunities to write about a variety of subjects from a variety of disciplines and
to demonstrate an awareness of audience and purpose, as well as to write effectively and confidently across the curriculum. This
course will emphasize the expository, analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the basis of academic and professional
communication, as well as the personal and reflective writing that fosters the development of writing facility in any context. In
addition, this course will teach students that the expository, analytical, and argumentative writing they must do in college is based
on reading as well as on personal experience and observation. Students will read primary and secondary sources carefully,
synthesize material from these texts in their own compositions, and cite sources using conventions recommended by professional
organizations such as the Modern Language Association (MLA).” From AP Language and Composition: Course Description.
The prerequisites for this class include a grade of 90% or better in Honors English during sophomore year, the
completion of a prompt-response pretest, English teacher recommendation for AP placement, Humanities Facilitator
approval, and completion of assigned summer reading and papers by due dates. Students will take the AP Language and
Composition Exam prepared by the College Board in May. Enrollment in the course will be limited. Course can be
cancelled if fewer than 10 students are enrolled. (See AP Request Form)

761

BRITISH LITERATURE (H)

Grade 12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
This two-semester course includes an in-depth study of several major works of British literature, as well as several works by
authors representing a variety of cultures, time periods, and themes. During the course, students will read, discuss and analyze
entire works or selections from such titles as Beowulf, Hamlet, Frankenstein, Rime of the Ancient Mariner, Demian, Dante’s
Inferno, The Aeneid, as well as short stories, poems, and essays. Students will be required to practice close reading techniques to
critically analyze the literature they read. Students will consider and discuss each author’s style, examining such elements as
diction, syntax, imagery, and symbolism. Students will practice a variety of writing techniques to improve those skills they will
need to be successful in writing at the college level. Students will be required to complete outside reading and research. Students
will master and use SAT and other appropriate vocabulary and literary terms. Students will study and use the more complex rules
of grammar usage and mechanics to strengthen their communication skills. Students will be required to research and write
literary papers using MLA style. Students will also be required to write research-based, thesis papers using MLA format.
Students will make both prepared and impromptu oral presentations to the class and contribute to class discussions.
The prerequisites for this class include a grade of 80% or better in Honors American Lit.; 90% or better in prior English
courses. Recommendation from the current English teacher is required and can override the grade requirement with
approval from the Humanities Facilitator. Students will complete assigned summer reading prior to the start of this
course.

770

BRITISH LITERATURE

Grade 12
Level: CP
Credit: 1
This two-semester course includes the study of short stories, myths, epic poems, novels and a Shakespearean play. A major focus
of this course is the study of the hero and the hero’s journey. During the first semester, students will read, discuss, and interpret a
range of literature including excerpts and abridged works representing various world cultures, mythologies, ideas, and values.
During the second semester, students will read and discuss longer works to explore human reactions, relationships, values, and
goals to reach a better understanding of ourselves and the society in which we live. Throughout the course, students will focus on
developing and improving their analytical and expository writing skills and developing their written voice. Students will use
MLA format when appropriate. Students will define and use SAT and other appropriate vocabulary and literary terms. Students
will continue the study of grammar, usage, and mechanics to strengthen their communication skills. Students will develop
increased skill and assurance in using the conventions of standard written English as they write 1-4 page essays. Students will be
required to prepare and present oral presentations and contribute to class discussions.
The prerequisite for this class is successful completion of American Literature. Students must complete their assigned
summer reading prior to beginning the course
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ENGLISH ELECTIVES

774

CREATIVE WRITING

Offered to grades 10, 11, 12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
This course one semester course is designed for students who aspire to write their own creative short stories, poetry, and scripts.
Held as a workshop-in-the-round, the course nurtures the emerging creative writing talents that already exist in the students and
gives them practical opportunities in which to write, employ new techniques in their writing, and receive constructive feedback
from other writers. Over the course of the semester, students examine the voice, style, and form of their writing, as well as word
choice, narrative strategy, characterization, setting, symbolism and other creative elements that go into a given piece. By the end
of the semester, students will have compiled a portfolio of their writing that demonstrates their development over the semester.
Also, a goal for this course is to publish a Literary Magazine for the schoolwide community.

778

FILM APPRECIATION

Offered to grades 11 and 12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
This one-semester course will introduce the art, technology, language, and appreciation of film, exploring the varieties of film
experience, film and the other arts, and the ways of viewing. Students will learn about the basic cinematic techniques and
structures, including mise-en-scene and montage, use of cinematic time and space, the image, soundtrack, and the script.
Consideration will also be given to analyzing the fundamentals of film production, directing, acting, and editing; how the
elements of the production process are analyzed separately, then brought together to show how they create the emotional and
intellectual impact of the film experience. Film examples will be screened in class. This one semester course will ask students to
examine such age old questions as “Who am I?” “Am I alone?” and “How should I live my life?” through a selection of short
readings and films. During this course students will be expected to participate in class discussions, take quizzes and tests based
on films and readings, and write short reaction papers.

780

PUBLICATIONS

Offered to Grade 10, 11, 12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
This full-year Publications course has been designed to provide students basic journalism skills and the ability to apply those
skills to the actual production of the annual school yearbook. Skills emphasized include teamwork, responsibility, brainstorming,
content, coverage, concept, production, reporting, writing, headlines, captions, editing, photography, typography design,
computer design, graphics, finances, advertising, and campaign. The publication of the school’s yearbook strives to maintain a
tradition of excellence in which the school and community can take pride. The curriculum is designed in conjunction with the
Jostens’ yearbook curriculum and the American Society of Newspapers Editors curriculum. Classes do not meet every day but
there are MANDATORY after school classes for two weeks before each deadline in November, December, January, February,
and March, as well as a fall field trip to the Jostens workshop.

782

POETRY

Offered to grades 10, 11, 12
Level: Honors
Credit: .5 (Runs 1 SEMESTER)
ST

This one-semester course is offered as a beautiful blend of literary readings, creative writing, and poetic performances. Students
will explore, read, and write short fiction, creative nonfiction, graphic novels, and poetry. Additionally, the National Endowment
for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation have partnered with U.S. state arts agencies to support Poetry Out Loud, a contest that
encourages the nation's youth to learn about great poetry through memorization and recitation. This program helps students
master public speaking skills, build self-confidence, and learn about their literary heritage. After successful pilot programs in
Washington, DC, and Chicago, Poetry Out Loud was launched in high schools nationwide in the spring of 2006 and has grown
to involve millions of students across the country. This one-semester fall course involves reading, memorizing, and performing
poetry. The summative assessment is participation in our school-based contest.
This course can be used as an English or Fine Arts elective towards the total of credits needed for graduation.
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784

PUBLIC SPEAKING

Offered to grades 11, 12
Credit: .5
This one-semester course introduces students to public speaking as an important component of their academic, work, and social
lives. They study public speaking occasions and develop skills as fair and critical listeners or consumers of spoken information
and persuasion. Students study types of speeches (informative, persuasive, dramatic, and special occasion), read and listen to
models of speeches, and prepare and present their own speeches to diverse audiences. Students learn to choose speaking topics
and adapt them for specific audiences, to research and support their ideas, and to benefit from listener feedback. They study how
to incorporate well-designed visual and multimedia aids in presentations and how to maintain a credible presence in the digital
world. Students also learn about the ethics of public speaking and about techniques for managing communication anxiety.

788

CHRISTIAN LITERATURE

Offered to grades 10, 11, 12
Level: Honors
Credit: .5
This one-semester course focuses on seeking the moral message and Catholic perspective to various novels, short stories and
films. This class will include titles such as Brave New World, The Hobbit, and God’s Smuggler. Discussion points will include
the biographies of the authors, their personal journeys and what can be learned from those experiences. Movies will be the
springboard for discussions of social issues. Students will journal and write response papers.
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ESL PROGRAM
All international students are expected to participate in this program unless waived by the International Program
teachers. Classes are small and geared towards development of social and academic language in a nurturing environment
at an accelerated yet appropriate pace. Content specific courses in theology, social studies, and science are provided for
first year international students with limited English proficiency.

790

FOUNDATIONAL ENGLISH

Level: CP
Credit: 1
This year long class is designed for first year international students with limited English proficiency. The goal of this course is to
improve academic writing, vocabulary, speaking, reading, and listening, as well as support students with assignments from their
mainstream classes. Reading material will be chosen by the teacher and tailored to the students’ level.
Placement in Foundational English is by recommendation of the international program faculty.

792

ENGLISH LITERARY WRITING FRAMEWORKS

Level: CP
Credit: 1
International students with at least one academic year at an American or other English speaking school will begin in this yearlong class, taken in conjunction with mainstream Foundations of Literature. The goal of this course is to improve academic
writing, vocabulary, speaking, reading, and listening, using reading materials from mainstream English, theology, and history
classes.
Placement is by recommendation of the international program faculty.

796 INTERNATIONAL WRITING PORTFOLIO
Level: CP
Credit: .5
This optional semester course of offered to juniors and seniors with advanced English proficiency and those who have completed
course 721 or 722 World Literature. The goal of this course is to improve all components of academic language, with a focus on
academic writing through the compilation of a writing portfolio. Final year international students will be recommended for one or
both sections of this course by the international program faculty.
Placement is by recommendation of the international program faculty.

CONTENT SPECIFIC COURSES
100

BEGINNING THEOLOGY

Level: CP
Credit: 1
This year long class is designed for first year international students with limited English proficiency. The goal of this course is
to provide a foundation for Catholic Christianity. Course objectives and goals mirror those of 112 Introduction to Catholicism,
and instruction, reading materials, and assignments are tailored to a language level appropriate to the students.
Placement is by recommendation of the international program faculty.
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800

AMERICAN CULTURAL STUDIES

Level: CP
Credit: 1
This year long course is designed to help first year international students explore and understand American culture with the
objective of building strong academic and social language skills. Through the use of art and literature, film and television, music,
and traditional articles utilized by textbooks and current publications, students will develop and experience a keen awareness and
understanding of the United States and American Culture. Additionally, students will employ knowledge of their own culture to
foster continued learning of the English language so they might better express themselves successfully. This class curriculum
can be adjusted to language level and students’ experience. At the beginning levels, students will focus on vocabulary building,
reviewing and developing skills in grammar, and many activities will revolve around listening comprehension and speaking. As
each student progresses in the learning process, more complex projects and research skill will be employed. The goal of this
course is to improve all components of academic language, with a focus on academic writing through the compilation of a
writing portfolio. This year-long course focuses on reading material from mainstream American Studies, TOEFL prep., the
college application process, and the completion of a writing portfolio.

Placement is by recommendation of the international program faculty.

900

TOPICS IN STEM

Level: CP
Credit: 1
This course is designed for first year international students and intends to employ a science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) focus, and use a blended learning model to deepen students’ understanding of key concepts and skills. The STEM
curriculum will promote inquiry and curiosity, resulting in students wanting to understand the material and learn more. Students
will enhance STEM language acquisition skills required by science inquiry (e.g. observing, predicting, classifying,
communicating, and analyzing) and apply and overlap them with skills required in language development (e.g., ordering,
comparing, synthesizing, evaluating). By combining teacher-led instruction, projects, traditional instruction and online learning,
we are extending beyond the typical classroom experiences to prepare all students for success both here at Bishop Brady High
School as well as the world beyond.

40

Social Studies Courses
The Social Studies Department of Bishop Brady High School strives to engage learners, prepare them for further education in an
intellectual environment, and encourage active participation in a globalized society. The Social Studies Department recognizes
the importance of student-centered learning through inquiry and participation, but also the importance of historical and analytical
writing. Students will be challenged to engage in historical discussions, interact with peers through cooperative learning and
participate in a variety of educational opportunities from within the greater community.
Throughout their coursework, students will also encounter cross-curricular learning projects and other opportunities with the
Science and English Departments that encourage students to interact with people from within the global community. Ultimately,
the goal of the Social Studies Department is to help students form the tools that will help them succeed, not only in the
classroom, but as a citizen as well.
Outcomes
At the end of his or her course of study within the BBHS Social Studies Department, the student will be able to:
 apply historic precedents to propose solutions to a present day problem
 recognize and act on the responsibilities of global and American citizenship
 respect the diversity of world religions and philosophies
 comprehend the relative differences between past and present political systems and how they relate to the role of the
individual
 understand the changing social role of the individual according to historical and cultural context
 relate the allocation and trade of resources to cultural diffusion and the disbursement of population over time
 analyze primary and secondary sources and draw meaningful historical conclusions
 explore the connection between contemporary events to conditions and patterns that reside in historical study
All students must complete 3 credits in Social Studies to graduate.
 Sophomore—World History (1 Credit)
 Junior— US History, American Studies (History) or AP US History (1 Credit)
 Sophomore or Senior—Civics (0.5 Credit)
 Junior or Senior –Economics (0.5 Credit)
 Other Social Studies courses as well as online or department approved independent studies can be taken to fulfill the
required credits and/or as electives.

800

AMERICAN CULTURAL STUDIES

Level: CP
Credit: 1
This year long course is designed to help first year international students explore and understand American culture with the
objective of building strong academic and social language skills. Through the use of art and literature, film and television, music,
and traditional articles utilized by textbooks and current publications, students will develop and experience a keen awareness and
understanding of the United States and American Culture. Additionally, students will employ knowledge of their own culture to
foster continued learning of the English language so they might better express themselves successfully. This class curriculum
can be adjusted to language level and students’ experience. At the beginning levels students will focus on vocabulary building,
reviewing and developing skills in grammar, and many activities will revolve around listening comprehension and speaking. As
each student progresses in the learning process, more complex projects and research skill will be employed. The goal of this
course is to improve all components of academic language, with a focus on academic writing through the compilation of a
writing portfolio. This year-long course focuses on reading material from mainstream American Studies, TOEFL prep., the
college application process, and the completion of a writing portfolio.
Placement is by recommendation of the international program faculty.
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812

WORLD HISTORY

Grade 10
Level: CP
Credit: 1
This year long course is a historical study in survey format that traces time from the foundations of human civilization to the
modern world. The first semester cover prehistory to 1500, including examination of the ancient civilizations of the world,
ancient Greece and Rome, the Middle Ages, Regional Civilizations (730 BC-AD 1500) and the Renaissance until 1500. Second
semester traces time from 16 century to the present day, highlighting the Western and non-Western areas of the world and the
interactions and conflicts between them. Eras include the Renaissance and Reformation, discovery of the New World, the
Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment, Industrial Age, and the resulting world conflicts. Students will practice knowledgeable
inquiry and reflective thinking while examining historical events, culture, achievements, and shortcomings. Students will also
learn how to analyze primary sources and view history through the cultural lenses of art and literature, with a focus on the
transcending political, economic, social, and philosophical themes for all eras and civilizations. Finally, students will seek further
development of writing, essay/ paper composition, research, and debate skills utilizing and further developing 21st century
technology skills. Current and historical events are critically examined throughout the course to understand how the past and
present connect to daily life and impact the world today.
th

World History is a mandatory course and fulfills one credit of the Social Studies requirement for graduation.

813 WORLD HISTORY 1
World Civ, Prehistory-1500: SNHU HIS117
Level: Honors/SNHU Dual Credit
Credits: .5 (BBHS), Optional 3 (SNHU)
This course is a historical study in survey format that traces time from the foundations of human civilization to 1500, including
examination of the ancient civilizations of the world, ancient Greece and Rome, the Middle Ages, Regional Civilizations (730
BC-AD 1500) and the Renaissance until 1500. Students will practice knowledgeable inquiry and reflective thinking while
examining historical events, culture, achievements, and shortcomings. Students will also learn how to analyze primary sources
and view history through the cultural lenses of art and literature, with a focus on the transcending political, economic, social, and
philosophical themes for all eras and civilizations. Finally, students will seek further development of writing, essay/ paper
composition, research, and debate skills.
Using critical and creative thinking with a student centered approach, learners should be able to identify, explain, and defend the
main events, ideas, terms, people and places that have shaped world history from the foundations of human civilization to the
origins of the Renaissance upon completion of the course. Students should also be able to use further developed communication
skills to effectively analyze, present, debate, and defend original ideas, course content and self-generated research in oral and
written form.
Optional: SNHU in the High School Dual Enrollment for (3) college credits. Students may complete application and pay $100 fee
to SNHU for dual enrollment credit. See http://www.snhu.edu/9194.asp for further information. The program allows eligible
high school students, to take SNHU courses to earn high school and college credit simultaneously.
Prerequisite for Honors World History is an 85% in Honors English or a 90% in Freshmen English plus a
recommendation from the student’s English teacher. This is a mandatory course and fulfills one credit of the Social
Studies requirement for graduation.

814 WORLD HISTORY 2
World Civ, 1500 to Present: SNHU His 118
Level: Honors/ SNHU Dual Credit
Credits: .5 (BBHS), Optional 3 (SNHU)
This course is a historical study in survey format that traces time from 16 century to the present day, highlighting the Western
and non-Western areas of the world and the interactions and conflicts between them. Eras include the Renaissance and
Reformation, , discovery of the New World the Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment, Industrial Age, and the resulting world
conflicts. The students will practice knowledgeable inquiry and reflective thinking while examining historical events, culture,
achievements, and shortcomings. Students will also learn how to further analyze primary sources and view history with a focus
on the transcending political, economic, social, and philosophical themes for all eras and civilizations.
th
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Using critical and creative thinking with a student centered approach, learners, upon completion of the course, students should be
able to identify, explain, and defend the main events, ideas, terms, people and places that have shaped world history from the
foundations of the Renaissance and discovery of the New World to the World Wars and present day conflict. Students should
also be able to use further developed communication skills to effectively analyze, present, debate, and defend original ideas,
course content and self-generated research in oral and written form.
Optional: SNHU in the High School Dual Enrollment for (3) college credits. Students may complete application and pay $100 fee
to SNHU for dual enrollment credit. See http://www.snhu.edu/9194.asp for further information. The program allows eligible
high school students, to take SNHU courses to earn high school and college credit simultaneously.
Prerequisite for Honors World History is an 85% in Honors English or a 90% in Freshmen English plus a
recommendation from the student’s English teacher. This is a mandatory course and fulfills one credit of the Social
Studies requirement for graduation.

830

AMERICAN STUDIES - HISTORY (H)

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
American Studies combines the America History and American Literature requirement for juniors. The course is a
comprehensive study of history and literature from the settlement of Native Americans and exploration of American to the
present day. Students will make connections between history and literature, with a focus on the synthesis of ideas, analysis of
diverse sources, and cultural awareness. This interdisciplinary approach will allow students to gain a profound sense of the
interconnectedness of history and literature rather than a discrete understanding of each. Students must concurrently enrolled
in American Studies English.
Recommendation from the current Social Studies teacher is required.

831 AP US HISTORY
Anticipated Dual Credit Option 2016/2017 SNHU HIS 113 and HIS 114
Offered to grades 11-12

Level: Advanced Placement/ SNHU Dual Credit
Credits: 1 (BBHS), Optional 3 (SNHU)
This two semester course will serve as the framework for training students for the AP Exam. Those enrolled in the course will be
provided the necessary historical thinking skills, concepts, precedents and historiography to become well-rounded and thoughtful
students. In doing this the course will implement, along with its daily lecture notes and lessons, a variety of activities to stimulate
students’ minds and encourage discussion and growth. Selected topics throughout American history will be covered from the
colonial period to the modern age in greater detail and depth than is possible in a U.S. survey course, but at an accelerated
pace. Major themes include Colonization, Revolution and the Civil War, Reconstruction, Industrialism and the United States as a
world power in the 20th century.
Students must have a 90% in Honors World History and Honors English and teacher recommendations and approval of
the Humanities Facilitator. A writing sample may be requested. Summer coursework is due the first week of class and
substantial weekly reading will be required. Students are required to take the AP Exam (See AP Request Form).

833

US HISTORY

Offered to grade 11
Level: CP
Credit: 1
College Prep United States History is designed to cover the history of the US from the Age of Exploration and Colonization
through the present. Topics to be pursued will include indigenous America, colonization, the Revolution, sectional conflict and
the Civil War, the Antebellum reform movement, the rise of a national economy, the development of twentieth century foreign
policy, World War I, the Depression and New Deal, World War II, the Cold War, and modern social reform . Both primary and
secondary sources will be employed. Students will build upon the historical skills developed in World History and writing skills
will be enhanced throughout the course. In an overarching academic thesis, students will be asked to connect American icons and
political movements to cultural and artistic expression of the contemporary era. This course fulfills the U.S. History requirement
for graduation.
This course fulfills the U.S. History requirement for graduation.
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835

CIVICS

Offered to grade 10-12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
Civic education is essential for active participation as informed citizens. This course will emphasize a study of government and
individual rights and responsibilities. Civic understanding increases as students develop the skills to make informed decisions, to
resolve conflicts peacefully, to articulate and defend positions, and to engage in the civic and political life of their communities.
Students will better understand how the government works, and how it impacts their lives. Students will examine the growth of
democracy, federalism, separation of powers, checks and balances, civil liberties, civil rights, civic participation, comparative
government, political processes, public policy, free enterprise, and cultural pluralism. They will create a civic discourse
concerning contemporary political issues facing Americans today and linking them to broader civic themes and principles.
This class is a graduation requirement.

848

UNITED NATIONS AND GLOBAL ISSUES

Offered to grades 9-12
Level: Honors
Credit: .5
This course provides an introduction to prevalent theories and paradigms surrounding international politics, providing an
orientation to the activities of the United Nations, as well as providing an understanding of the modalities of international
diplomacy. It includes current events, pressing international issues, the basics of international law and some of the protocol and
procedures of diplomacy. Students will engage in research, discussion, debate, various role-playing activities, and deliver two
oral presentations to the class. Additionally, each student will write a “position paper” for submission to the organizers of a
model UN conference, complete a comprehensive binder with background materials and documents, prepare a “fact sheet” for
use by other students, and write a debriefing/reflective paper at the conclusion of the semester. All of this will assist students in
preparing for their mandatory role as a distinguished diplomat at one of two model United Nations conferences as a project-based
alternative assessment to a final exam. Model United Nations students gain skills of effective decision making and global
cooperation, explore other countries’ foreign policies as well as other viewpoints and perspectives, develop a range of analytical
frameworks for interpreting world news, participate in hands-on involvement with current global issues and organizations; study,
research, and analyze UN documents and government position papers. Throughout the course, students develop skills in creative
and critical thinking, leadership, and public speaking as they become not only more aware of the world around them, but also
gain the skills necessary to be an informed and productive global citizen.
This student-centered course is based on assigned readings, Socratic seminar discussions, role-playing, as well as group and
individual research projects. Students will be expected to take on considerable responsibility for the learning process, both
individually and through work with groups. This course concludes with the mandatory final exam project where students will
attend and responsibly participate as a delegate at the 4-day Model United Nations conference at Harvard ($550 cost) during the
last weekend of January.
The prerequisite for this class is a grade of 85% in Honors English and an honors level history (history requirement
waived for 9th grade members). Upperclassmen will receive priority scheduling due to graduation requirements.

849

HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE STUDIES

Offered to grades 11 and 12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
Students will examine both the Holocaust (Shoah) and broader topics of genocide and politicide with the certainty that the
Holocaust was one of the most significant and traumatic events of the 20th century. Understanding genocide’s impact on the
culture, politics, ethics, science, and religion in actions, social issues and policies of societies worldwide is a major objective of
the studies. In a world still tormented by mass murder and genocide, this course provides a study of ethics and social justice
issues through the study of the causes of the Holocaust and other genocides, review of the current regions and countries with
genocide and politicide risk. Students will examine, identify, interpret, summarize, compare, analyze and debate information
from various primary and other credible sources like the Facing History and Ourselves National Foundation, Inc., Echoes and
Reflections Multimedia Curriculum from ADL, and Brown University’s The Choices Program curriculum. With an
understanding of such issues as prejudice, discrimination, and racism, students will be equipped to analyze contemporary
political situations, think critically about ethical responsibility, and respond actively to injustice found in our modern world.
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851

PSYCHOLOGY

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: Honors
Credit: .5
Psychology is the scientific study of behavior and mental processes. This introductory course is aligned with university level
syllabi and utilizes a college textbook. Focused on the fundamental facts and principles of psychology, it explores the broader
context of contemporary personal and social concerns, including the latest research and medical breakthroughs by neuroscientists
in understanding the functions, mapping, and healing of the human brain. The topics covered will also enhance the students’
awareness of personality and behavior, group dynamics, learning styles, multiple intelligences, and the impact and treatment of
such disorders as depression, autism, and attention deficit hyperactive disorder. Specifically, topics to be discussed include the
history of psychology and its scientific basis, understanding the biological and environmental basis of psychology, explaining
theories of human development, as well as exploring the basic concepts of sensation and perception, consciousness, memory,
intelligence, motivation and emotions, stress, gender, social and cultural issues.
The Psychology course curriculum is designed using project-based and student-centered learning to include discussion over text
readings, in-class experiments and activities, and Socratic discussion connecting to modern day issues. Weekly assignments
include online reading quizzes and study guide completion over assigned reading, and objective and written response
assessments. In lieu of a written Final Exam all students will complete a FINAL EXAM PROJECT in which an existing
experiment maybe revised or modified then executed, and presented to the class. Students also have the option to create original
experiment of their choice with instructor approval.

Bishop Brady Investment Club at the New York Stock Exchange
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854

LAW AND JUSTICE

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
In order to help create a more engaged and well-informed participant in a civil society this introductory course will focus on the
concepts and skills needed for students who are interested in criminal law and criminal justice. In hopes to give students the tools
necessary to make changes in their community students in this course will be given a practical approach to the legal system
through relevant topics and active participation. Topics will include how criminal law influences policing, adjudication,
corrections, and special issues such as juvenile justice, drugs, and terrorism. We will discuss how our individual rights and
freedoms influence the need for public safety, order, and security. You will interact in activities, online web exercises,
professional guest visits, and lectures. Major topics will include criminal law, policing, the criminal trial, prison sentencing and
life, the future of criminal justice, and careers in criminal justice.

873

ECONOMICS

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
Students learn how to navigate the financial decisions they must face and to make informed decisions related to career
exploration, budgeting, banking, credit, insurance, spending, taxes, saving, investing, buying/leasing a vehicle, living
independently, and inheritance. Development of financial literacy skills and an understanding of economic principles will provide
the basis for responsible citizenship and career success. Instruction in economics and personal finance prepares students to
function effectively as consumers, savers, investors, entrepreneurs, and active citizens. Students learn how economies and
markets operate and how the United States’ economy is interconnected with the global economy. On a personal level, students
learn that their own human capital (knowledge and skills) is their most valuable resource. In addition to developing personal
finance skills, students in this course will also study basic occupational skills and concepts in preparation for entry-level
employment in the field of finance.
This course is a graduation requirement.

880 ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN ARCHAEOLOGY
Offered to Grades 11-12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
The Levant (modern day Israel, the West Bank, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria) is one of the most intensively explored
archaeological regions in the world. In this course we will review 19th and 20th century assumptions that guided archaeologists
and their research methods. New technology and methods will be explored in order to reexamine current debates in the
field. Students will conduct a broad survey of pottery styles and settlement patterns, with emphasis on the Bronze and Iron Ages
and a goal of understanding the anthropological, social, and economic history of the Levant.

885 VOICES OF DIVERSITY IN AMERICA
Offered to Grades 10-12
Level: CP
Credit: .5
The American experience spans four hundred years, from the initial settlement of the American continent by Europeans and the
establishment of the trans-Atlantic slave trade, to modern civil rights movements in the present day. In many traditional high
school history courses, the voices of these diverse groups are rarely examined and heard. Throughout their sufferings and ordeals
these diverse group of people have constructed their own unique rituals, traditions and symbols. In effect, Native Americans,
African Americans, first generation immigrants, and women made their own unique mark in history. This course, Voices of
Diversity in America, is largely constructed around the voices and language used by minority groups as they experienced their
own journey and the unfolding of history within the United States.
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Science Courses
Science is based upon observation and inherently involves experimentation in the classroom. Students will understand the
process of the scientific method and its effect on society. Courses prepare students to use science for improving their lives and
contributing to an ever-increasing technological society. Collaborating with other academic disciplines, we emphasize the
interdependence of our academic community and will produce informed citizens who are prepared to deal responsibly with
science related social issues. Our students will be aware of the nature and scope of a wide variety of science and technologyrelated careers.
Students will be guided to become scientifically literate, develop hands-on techniques and skills of critical analysis, make
decisions, and problem-solve. Students will be challenged to think, question, hypothesize, accumulate and interpret data, and
draw conclusions. Our integration of laboratory investigations provides opportunities for students to foster logical thought,
creativity, and insight. The individual student will develop a sense of self-awareness, self-worth, and responsibility through the
systematic application of scientific methods and knowledge.
Bishop Brady Science Department Outcomes: Graduates of the Bishop Brady Science Department will be able to:
Think in a manner that is logical, critical, creative, and independent.
Observe natural phenomena objectively and draw conclusions from these observations.
Develop scientific literacy skills to investigate, interpret, understand and synthesize scientific information.
Use the scientific method as a tool to help solve personal and societal problems.
Develop critical thinking skills that will enable them to write persuasively, solve problems, and make decisions.
Understand and appreciate our limited natural environment.
Appreciate the beauty and grandeur inherent in the order of the universe.
Problem-solve, analyze, discover and understand the fundamental principles of nature.
Form conclusions independently, adopt opinions and recognize multiple perspectives.
Be aware of the relationships that exist between science and other disciplines.
Be aware of the valuable role that science will play in their future lives.





All students must complete 3 credits in Science
One full credit must be Biology (AP, Honors, or CP)
One full credit must be Chemistry (AP, Honors, or CP)

The Science Department offers a variety of courses in all three levels. Not all electives are offered every year. The Dept. may
alternate offerings every other year. This allows the students a larger variety of science electives over the 4-year period of high
school. Typical alignments of courses are listed below. Proposals for a waiver of prerequisites must be approved by the teacher
of the course, STEM Curriculum Facilitator, school counselor, and the Assistant Principal. The STEM curriculum is designed to
help students meet their individual goals and is aligned to a variety of career paths.
Grade
Level

Sophomore

Junior

Senior

Students must take biology and chemistry plus one more science credit in order to graduate (see
prerequisites in each course description)
Honors Biology
CP Biology
AP Environmental Science
Honors Chemistry
Any CP Science Elective(s)
CP Chemistry
Honors Chemistry
Honors Physics
AP Environmental Science
AP Chemistry
AP Biology
AP Physics
Any Science Elective(s)
Honors Physics
AP Environmental Science
AP Chemistry
AP Physics
AP Biology
Any Science Elective(s)
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921

BIOLOGY (H)

Offered to grade 9
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
Biology is a life science. This course will explore many different life forms in our world guided by the biological themes of unity
and diversity among all living things. Topics covered will include, but are not limited to, the scientific method, the chemical
basis of life, characteristics of living things, cellular structures and processes, photosynthesis and respiration, DNA and genetics,
evolution and the history of living things, microbiology, ecology, and human body systems. Students will be expected to
complete daily reading assignments from the textbook. Study skills and time management are stressed. Classroom activities
emphasize cooperative learning, critical thinking, and meaningful note taking. Students will demonstrate problem-solving
abilities through practical lab applications, projects, and unit testing.

922

BIOLOGY

Offered to grades 9
Level: CP
Credit: 1
Biology is a life science. This course covers the study of life from its chemical basis to the structure and function of the organism.
Areas of study include Scientific Method, Chemistry of Life, Ecology, Cell Structures and Functions, Photosynthesis and Cellular
Respiration, Mitosis/Meiosis, DNA, Genetics, Evolution, and the Human Body Systems. Students will understand and use
scientific vocabulary. Students will develop lab skills including observations, experimentation, data analysis, and conclusions.
Students will learn proper use of lab equipment including their proper name and use. Students will also learn how to use a
microscope and prepare slides. Students will be required to do outside independent reading and research. Students will discuss
scientific topics and use critical thinking skills. Students will reinforce and further develop their note taking, reading within the
content area, outlining, and study skills. Students will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab applications,
projects, and unit testing.
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931 CHEMISTRY (H)
Chemistry Dual Credit NHTI 103
Offered to grades 10-12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
Chemistry is a physical science. This course is an introduction to the field of inorganic chemistry. This course will outline the
nature of chemistry, atomic structure, electron configurations of the atom, the periodic table, chemical formulas and bonding,
chemical reactions and equations, the mole, stoichiometry/the math of chemical equations, gases and the ideal gas law, solutions,
chemical equilibrium, solubility and precipitation, acids bases and salts, reactions of acids and bases, and oxidation and
reduction. Students will improve their analytical abilities by mastering laboratory technique. Students will develop vocabulary
skills appropriate to the field of chemistry. Students will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab
applications, projects, and unit testing.
Prerequisites for this course are for Juniors: completion of honors biology and completion of or current enrollment in
Honors Algebra II. For Sophomores: 90% in honors biology, 90% in algebra I and completion of or current enrollment
in Honors Algebra II, and biology teacher’s signature.

932

CHEMISTRY

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: CP
Credit: 1
Chemistry is a physical science. Topics covered will include: definitions of chemistry, atoms and atomic structure, chemical
bonding, nuclear chemistry, chemical reactions, acid base chemistry, organic compounds, food production, and energy
resources. Students will master safe laboratory techniques and answer questions to show understanding of the labs. Students will
develop vocabulary skills appropriate to the field of chemistry. Students will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through
practical lab applications, projects, and unit testing.
Prerequisite for this course is completion of biology and completion of or current enrollment in algebra II.

941

PHYSICS (H)

Offered to grade 11-12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
Physics is a physical science. This course is an introduction to the field of physics. Topics covered include: kinematics, forces,
Newton’s Laws of motion, momentum, work, power, energy, heat, waves, light, and electricity. Students will improve their
analytical ability by mastering laboratory technique. Students will develop vocabulary skills appropriate to the field of physics.
Students will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab applications, projects, and unit testing.
Prerequisites for this course are 85% or higher in honors chemistry and completion of or current enrollment in precalculus and chemistry teacher’s signature.

942

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Offered to grades 10-12
Level: CP
Credit: 0.5
Environmental Science is a life science course in which students will be challenged to develop a knowledge base and
demonstrate a mastery of significant environmental issues. Students will investigate local and global events and conditions that
impact our planet and will be given the opportunity to enhance their appreciation of Earth’s resources and assume or strengthen a
lifelong commitment to the care for our fragile planet. Environmental Science will study the relationships between humans,
human societies, and their natural and created environments. Topics covered will include ecosystem components and the energy
flow within ecosystems, evolution and the development of biodiversity, climate effects on terrestrial and aquatic biodiversity,
community ecological structure and the effects on sustainability, and the population dynamics within an ecosystem, survey of
environmental problems, their causes, effects, and solutions. Focus will be on how the actions of humans affect other organisms
and the environment in which they live. Problems such as poverty, population growth, and globalization will be examined as
root causes of many other problems. Further problems examined include living sustainably, organic and local foods, and fossil
fuels. Students will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab applications, projects, and unit testing.
Prerequisites for this course are completion of biology.
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944

GEOLOGY

Offered to grades 10-12
Level: CP
Credit: 0.5
Geology is an introduction to the physical science of Geology. Topics will include the formation of our solar system and Earth,
continental drift, volcanoes, earthquakes, rocks, minerals, erosion and weathering processes. Students will do labs and other
hands on activities to develop an understanding of the ever-changing geology of Earth. Students will demonstrate problemsolving abilities through practical lab applications, projects, and unit testing.

945

ASTRONOMY

Offered to grades 10-12
Level: CP
Credit: 0.5
Astronomy is an introduction to the physical science of Astronomy. Topics will include celestial observations, star formation,
the solar system, interstellar matter and the death of stars. Students will develop a practical science vocabulary. The class will
explore how observations about the night sky are made. An important component of this class is the star journal, in which
students will record observations about the night sky several times a week. Students will do labs, observe the night sky, and
complete other activities to develop an understanding of our Universe while applying basic scientific principles. Students will
demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab applications, projects, and unit testing.

946

ENGINEERING

`

Offered to grades 10, 11, 12
Level: CP
Credit: 0.5
Engineering is a physical science. The course gives students an understanding of the many fields and components of
engineering. The fields of engineering covered will include civil, mechanical, architectural, electrical, nuclear, materials, and
other engineering fields. Each field of study will use the engineering process to complete hands-on projects. Students will work
cooperatively to design products and processes using the scientific method with concerns for cost and efficiency. Guest speakers
will present information about their engineering field and field trips will be offered to view the engineering process. Students
will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab applications, projects, and unit testing.
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947

FORENSICS

Offered to grades 10, 11, 12
Level: CP
Credit: 0.5
Forensic Science is a science elective. This introductory course will focus on the concepts and skills needed from students who
are interested in criminal investigation and forensic science. This forensic science course will integrate life science, chemical
science, physical science, history and nature of science, social science, technological science, and law by using scientific inquiry
in case studies. You will interact in labs, case studies, online web exercises, professional guest visits, and lectures. Major topics
will include evidence collection, crime scene processing, death investigation, crime scene reconstruction, forensic analysis, and
careers in forensic science. Students will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab applications, projects, and
unit testing.
Prerequisites: Biology, Algebra II, Chemistry (Algebra II and Chemistry can be concurrent)

951 ANATOMY&PHYSIOLOGY
Dual Credit SNHU 210 & Lab 210L
Offered to grades 11-12
Level: Honors
Credit: 1
Anatomy and Physiology is a life science course and is equivalent to a college-level course. This course studies the human body,
its components, and how its systems interact to maintain a state of homeostasis. Students will master an intensive vocabulary of
anatomical terms. First semester, students will use microscopy to examine micro-anatomy of tissues, and will investigate internal
macro-anatomy through the study of a disarticulated skeleton model. Second semester students will dissect a cow eye, sheep
heart, sheep brain, and fetal pig. Throughout the course, students will consider how human diseases and disorders relate to the
body systems. Students will also explore health careers through online research, reflect on medical ethics, and will be assigned to
read and analyze a medical-related nonfiction book. Guest speakers in various health fields and a field trip to the physical
therapy/occupational therapy departments of Concord Hospital will be planned.
Prerequisites for this course include completion with a grade of 80% or better in honors biology and honors chemistry (or
completion of CP biology and chemistry with a grade of 90% or better) and teacher approval.

952

CONCEPTUAL PHYSICS I

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: CP
Credit: 0.5
Conceptual Physics is a physical science. This course is an introduction to the field of physics. Topics covered in this class will
be the concepts of mechanics in everyday life. Students will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab
applications, projects, and unit testing.
Prerequisite for this course is biology.

953

CONCEPTUAL PHYSICS II

Offered to grades 11-12
Level: CP
Credit: 0.5
In Conceptual Physics II the concepts of, electricity, thermodynamics, optics, magnetism, and wave motion will be
studied. Students will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab applications, projects, and unit testing.
Prerequisite for this course is biology.
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961 AP CHEMISTRY
AP Chemistry Dual Credit NHTI 104
Offered to grades 11-12
Level: Advanced Placement
Credit: 1
AP Chemistry is a physical science. This course is the equivalent of a general chemistry course taken during the first college
year. The College Board identifies the course with 6 Big Ideas: Big Idea 1: The chemical elements are fundamental building
materials of matter, and all matter can be understood in terms of arrangements of atoms. These atoms retain their identity in
chemical reactions. Big Idea 2: Chemical and physical properties of materials can be explained by the structure and the
arrangement of atoms, ions, or molecules and the forces between them. Big Idea 3: Changes in matter involve the rearrangement
and/or reorganization of atoms and/or the transfer of electrons. Big Idea 4: Rates of chemical reactions are determined by details
of the molecular collisions. Big Idea 5: The laws of thermodynamics describe the essential role of energy and explain and predict
the direction of changes in matter. Big Idea 6: Any bond or intermolecular attraction that can be formed can be broken. These
two processes are in a dynamic competition, sensitive to initial conditions and external perturbations. Students are expected to
spend at least 10 hours in unsupervised study per week, in addition to class work assignments, towards the preparation for the AP
exam. Students will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab applications, projects, and unit testing.
Prerequisites for this course include 90% or better in honors chemistry and completion or current enrollment in precalculus and Curriculum Facilitator approval. Students will take the AP test prepared by the College Board in
May.) Course can be cancelled if fewer than 10 students are enrolled. (See AP Request Form)

971 AP BIOLOGY
AP Biology Dual Credit SNHU 101 & Lab 101
Offered to grades 11-12
Level: Advanced Placement
Credit: 1
AP Biology is a life science. This course is the equivalent of a general biology course taken during the first college year. Topics
covered will be molecules and cells; heredity and evolution; organisms and populations, and ecology. Students will have
required summer work prior to the class. Tests, lab reports, and papers will be used to evaluate student progress. Students are
expected to spend at least 10 hours a week in unsupervised study, in addition to class work assignments, towards preparation for
the AP exam. Students will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab applications, projects, and unit testing.
Prerequisites for this course include completion with a grade of 90% or better in honors biology and honors chemistry
and Curriculum Facilitator approval. Students will take the AP test prepared by the College Board in May. Course can
be cancelled if fewer than 10 students are enrolled. (See AP Request Form)

981 AP PHYSICS
AP Physics I
Offered to grades 11, 12
Level: Advanced Placement
Credit: 1
AP Physics I is a physical science. The course is the equivalent of a one semester of a general physics course in college. Topics
covered will include: mechanics, waves, sound, and laboratory techniques. Students will have summer work prior to the
class. Students are expected to spend at least 10 hours a week in unsupervised study, in addition to class work assignments,
toward the completion of the AP Exam. Students will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab applications,
projects, and unit testing.
Prerequisites for this course include 90% or better in honors chemistry, and completion of or enrollment in
precalculus. Students will take the AP test prepared by the College Board in May. Course can be cancelled if fewer than
10 students are enrolled. (See AP Request Form)
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991

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Offered to grades 10, 11, 12
Level: Advanced Placement
Credit: 1
AP Environmental Science is a life science. Environmental science is interdisciplinary; it embraces a wide variety of topics with
unifying constructs, or themes that cut across many academic disciplines. The following themes from the College Board provide
a foundation for the structure of the AP Environmental Science course: science is a process, energy conversions underlie all
ecological processes, the Earth itself is one interconnected system, humans alter natural systems, environmental problems have a
cultural and social context, human survival depends on developing practices that will achieve sustainable systems.
Prerequisites for this course include completion of honors level biology with a 90 % or better or teacher approval (See AP
Request Form).

995 INTRODUCTION TO HEALTH PROFESSIONS
Offered to grades 10, 11, 12
Level: CP
Credit: 0.5
Introduction to Health Professions is a life science. This is a course for students planning a career in healthcare or a health
related field. This course provides students with an introduction to the body systems and the effects of different health choices on
these systems, an introduction to various health professions, resources for career planning, and the concepts of professionalism,
healthcare ethics, interdisciplinary healthcare teams, global health issues and healthcare policies. The course is designed to help
students successfully find direction for their future career and determine the educational path required for their chosen
profession. Healthcare is a complex environment with many unique demands that require an extensive skill set. Healthcare
providers are required to work with a wide variety of individuals both as team members and as care-givers. This course
introduces students to the broad scope of healthcare and healthcare issues to help prepare them for their professional education
and for their future careers. Prerequisites: Biology

900

TOPICS IN STEM

Level: CP
Credit: 1
This course is designed for first year international students and intends to employ a science, technology, engineering, and math
(STEM) focus, and use a blended learning model to deepen students’ understanding of key concepts and skills. The STEM
curriculum will promote inquiry and curiosity, resulting in students wanting to understand the material and learn more. Students
will enhance STEM language acquisition skills required by science inquiry (e.g. observing, predicting, classifying,
communicating, and analyzing) and apply and overlap them with skills required in language development (e.g., ordering,
comparing, synthesizing, evaluating). By combining teacher-led instruction, projects, traditional instruction and online learning,
we are extending beyond the typical classroom experiences to prepare all students for success both here at Bishop Brady High
School as well as the world beyond.
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Wellness Courses
024

WELLNESS

Offered to grade 10
Level: CP
Credit: 0.5
Wellness emphasizes the importance of knowledge, attitudes, and practices related to personal health and wellness. It is a course
designed to expose students to information relating to various aspects of Wellness, which include physical, social, emotional,
intellectual, spiritual and environmental aspects. Topics of exploration include: nutrition, physical fitness, stress management,
and goal setting. Students will demonstrate problem-solving abilities through practical lab applications, projects, and unit testing.
This course is a semester long course which fulfills the .5 Wellness/Health credit required for graduation.

025

SPORTS PARTICIPATION

Grades 10, 11, 12
Level: CP
Credit: .5 following 4 season of participation
th

Students who participate in four seasons of NHIAA sanctioned sports may petition for .5 credit in Sports Participation. This may
be four seasons of one sport or an accumulation of four seasons from multiple sports. JV and Varsity participation is
acceptable. Students should petition upon after completion of the fourth season.

995 INTRODUCTION TO HEALTH PROFESSIONS
Offered to grades 10, 11, 12
Level: CP
Credit: 0.5
Introduction to Health Professions is a life science. This is a course for students planning a career in healthcare or a health
related field. This course provides students with an introduction to the body systems and the effects of different health choices on
these systems, an introduction to various health professions, resources for career planning, and the concepts of professionalism,
healthcare ethics, interdisciplinary healthcare teams, global health issues and healthcare policies. The course is designed to help
students successfully find direction for their future career and determine the educational path required for their chosen
profession. Healthcare is a complex environment with many unique demands that require an extensive skill set. Healthcare
providers are required to work with a wide variety of individuals both as team members and as care-givers. This course
introduces students to the broad scope of healthcare and healthcare issues to help prepare them for their professional education
and for their future careers.
Prerequisites: Biology
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ATHLETICS AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Bishop Brady High School offers a rich array of athletic and co-curricular programs in which students can
follow their passions and gain tremendous interpersonal and leadership skills.

NHIAA Athletic Offerings (Divisions noted):
FALL
Football – Div III
Cross Country – Div III
Golf – Div II
Field Hockey – Div III (V, JV)
Girls Soccer – Div III (V,JV)
Boys Soccer – Div III (V,JV)
Bass Fishing

WINTER
Alpine Skiing – Div III
Swimming – Div II
Girls Hockey – Div I
Boys Hockey – Div I
Indoor Track – Div II
Boys Basketball – Div II (V, JV)
Girls Basketball – Div II (V, JV)
Nordic Skiing – Div III

SPRING
Baseball – Div III (V, JV)
Softball – Div III
Boys Lacrosse – Div III
Girls Lacrosse – Div III (V, JV)
Track and Field – Div III
Boys Tennis – Div II
Girls Tennis – Div I

Bishop Brady Clubs and Activities:
Bible Study
Briareus Society
Campus Ministry
Chess Club
Dead Theologians Society
Drama Club
El Salvador Service Trip
Equestrian Team
Film Club
Fine Line (Literary Magazine)
French Club
Granite State Challenge
Habitat for Humanity
Innovations Club
Interact (Rotary) Club
International Club
Investment Club
Knitting Club
Math Team

Music Ministry
Model UN
National History Day Club
National Honor Society
Photography Club
Recycling Club
Religion and Politics
Robotics Team
Rowdy Rooters Spirit Club
Ski Club
Spanish Exchange Program
Strategic Game Club
Student Athletic Leadership Team (SALT)
Student Council
TAU (Teens About Understanding)
World Language Club
Yearbook
Youth and Government
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FORMS





AP Request Form
Fine Arts Option form
Request for Online Coursework
Sports Participation Petition
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REQUEST FOR AP COURSE 2017-2018
(Complete 1 form for EACH AP Course requested)
(AP courses can be cancelled if less than 10 students are enrolled.)
I________________________________will be entering grade ____ in the 2017/18 school year and I am requesting to enroll
in AP ___________________________________. I have read the requirements below and I understand the commitments related
to this course.
__________________________________________
Student Signature
Date

_______________

__________________________________________
Parent Signature
Date

_______________

__________________________________________
Recommending Teacher
Date

_______________

__________________________________________
Dept. Head
Date

_______________

AP courses make substantial academic demands on students. Students are required to do considerable outside reading and other
assignments and to demonstrate the analytical skills and writing abilities expected of first-year students in a strong college
program. Some AP courses require summer reading for course preparation. College credit and/or advanced placement in college
courses may be received upon successful completion of the College Board AP test. Students must take the AP exams. It is not
uncommon for students to earn a grade at least a letter grade lower than the student may have earned in the past.
AP English Literature and Composition
 Min. average of A in Honors 11, Literary analysis pretest and completion of all summer assignments
 English 11 teacher & Facilitator approval
AP English Language and Composition
 SAME as AP Lit. above except English 10 teacher & Facilitator approval
AP Statistics
 C or better in Pre-calculus (BC) OR B in Pre-calculus and Facilitator approval
AP Calculus (AB or BC)
 Both—Previous course level teacher’s recommendation, completion of summer assignments and Facilitator approval
 AB—C in Accelerated Precalculus (BC) OR B in Precalculus
 BC—B in Accelerated Precalculus (BC) OR A in Precalculus.
AP U.S. History
 A or better in Honors World History and Honors English.
 Teacher recommendation in both Honors World History and Honors English and Facilitator approval
 Test writing sample may be requested.
AP Chemistry
 A or better in Honors Chemistry
 Current enrollment or completion in Precalculus and Facilitator approval
AP Biology
 A or better in Honors Biology and Honors Chemistry and Facilitator approval
AP Physics B
 A or better in Honors Chemistry and Precalculus plus Facilitator approval
AP French/AP Spanish
 Successful completion of French 4/Spanish 4 and Facilitator approval
AP Environmental
 A or better in Honors Biology and Facilitator approval
AP Music Theory

Student must be able to read standard music notation in treble or bass clef

Basic performance skills in voice or on an instrument plus Facilitator approval
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BISHOP BRADY HIGH SCHOOL
FINE ARTS CREDIT APPLICATION 2017-2018
(Must be submitted with Course Selection Sheet in Spring)
Student Name: _____________________________________ Year of Grad: _______________
I am requesting consideration for the Fine Arts Option to receive 1/4 credit for Fine Arts for
the school year 2017-2018. (This quarter credit can be combined with another 1/4 credit in
another year to accumulate to 1/2 of the Fine Arts requirement.) I understand that I must be
enrolled in a class or receiving private instruction in voice, music, art, drama, or dance and
be taught by private instructors outside the Bishop Brady Community.

Name of Course:
Contact information for instruction and/or school:
Name: _______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
Phone: __________________ Email: _____________________________
The above-named instructor will be expected to account for all hours and arts-related activities
of the student. A mid-year accounting, in writing by the instructor, will be expected by
January 31 and another accounting will be expected by June 1.

The student is reminded that this 1/4 credit will be used to accumulate to 1/2 credit. Only when the 1/2 credit
is reached, can it be used towards fulfilling their 1 full Fine Arts credit. The student can only receive up to 1/2
credit in this way. The remainder of the Fine Arts 1/2 credit must be completed by attending a regular course
at Bishop Brady. The administration has the final regarding accepting this work as credit. Arts related
courses taken before freshman year cannot be used.

_____________________________________________________
Signature of Student
____________________________________________________
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________________
Date
________________

BISHOP BRADY HIGH SCHOOL
SPORTS PARTICIPATION PETITION 2017-2018
Name:______________________________________________

Date:________________

Please list name of sport and season/year of participation. Each line must be verified by the
Athletic Director
SPORT

SEASON

AD signature

___________________________________________________

_____________________

___________________________________________________

_____________________

___________________________________________________

_____________________

___________________________________________________

_____________________

Based on participation in four seasons of NHIAA athletics, please award .5 credit for Course 025
Sports Participation to be used as elective credit.
___________________________________________________
Student Signature

__________________
Date

___________________________________________________
Parent Signature

__________________
Date

This form must be returned to the Counseling and Guidance Office when complete.
Credit added to transcript by:______________________________
Signature
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_____________
Date

REQUEST FOR ALTERNATIVE COURSEWORK

NAME:________________________________________________Year of Graduation________
Name of Course:____________________________________________________________
Institution:________________________________________________________________
Anticipated State Date:______________________________________________________
Anticipated Completion:_____________________________________________________
Reason for Request:

I understand that this grade will not be factored into my GPA but will fulfill my credit
requirement. Upon completion, I will supply the Bishop Brady Counseling and
Guidance Office with an official transcript from the institution where I completed my
course.

Student Signature:_____________________________________________________

Date:________

Parent Signature:_____________________________________________________

Date:________

Curriculum Facilitator/Administrator:______________________________________

Date:________

School Counselor:______________________________________________________

Date:________
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